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OVERVIEW

The Slovak Republic agreed with accession to Rio Declaration and to AGENDA 21 by the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 118 of 8 September 1992 on the information on the UN Conference on the Environment and Development and its results. Within this Resolution the Slovak Government assigned all Ministers and Heads of other central state administration bodies of the Slovak Republic to utilise the results of the Conference and to incorporate them into sectoral programmes and programmes of the respective bodies.

Implementation of principles of sustainable development was also reflected in the European Agreement on Accession between the European Communities and their member states on one side and the Slovak Republic on the other side (Luxembourg, 1993), in which the Article 72, par. 2 of the Economic Cooperation words: “Measures of economic policy and other measures will be to lead to economic and social development of the Slovak Republic and will follow the principles of sustainable development”.

In the area of the environment following the adopted documents and resolutions, Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic worked out the Strategy, Principles and Priorities of the State Environmental Policy. This Strategy was approved by the Slovak Government by the Resolution No. 616/1993 and by the National Council of the Slovak Republic unanimously by the Resolution No. 339 from 18 November 1993.  Measures for achieving the objectives of the Strategy in all ten sectors of protection and creation of the environment were introduced by the first National Environmental Action Programme (NEAP), adopted by the Resolution of the Slovak Government No. 350/1996, which is followed by 8 regional environmental action programmes (KEAP) and 79 district environmental action programmes (OEAP) worked out in 1997. The updated NEAP II, which was adopted by the Government Resolution 1112/1999 in December 1999,  is a follow-up of the first NEAP. It is determined by the environmental situation. Its principal building stones are application of principles of sustainable development and transposition and implementation of environmental legislation of the European Union, which is determined by the strategic objective of the Slovak Republic to join the European Union.  

In the social area more conceptions were worked out, e.g. Conception of Social Transformation, Conception of State Family Policy, Conception of Labour Price, Conception of Employment Policy and others are being prepared within the sector of MPSVR SR  (e.g. Conception of Human Sources Development). Also other important conceptional documents of sectors of health, education and culture, can be included here. 

In the economic area there are strategies (conception, programmes) of state policy of development of industry, trade, tourism, energy production, agriculture, forestry, transport, construction, etc.. Goals of Economic Policy for 1997-1998 and its framework principles for 1999-2002, worked out by the Office for Strategy of Development of Society, Science and Technology of the Slovak Republic in 1997, contain both synthetically and individually by chapters all three policies - economic, environmental and social. In application of principles of sustainable development, the following policies are worked out in this document in the framework of economic policy: financial, monetary, industrial, agricultural, policy of construction and public works, transport and telecommunication, anti-monopolistic, policy of privatisation and capital market, but also the issue of development of small and medium enterprising. Social development (policy) is aimed at policy of employment and labour market, income and revenue policy, state family and housing policy, health care, education, social and labour legislation and culture. Environmental policy contains measures aimed first of all at protection of air and ozone layer, protection and rational use of water and inorganic natural resources, waste management, protection of nature and landscape and conceptional goals of spatial development.

It will be necessary to implement Agenda 21 and principles of sustainable development in all other sectoral and regional development conceptions. In the Slovak Republic, on the basis of the state policies (economic, social, environmental) the National Strategy of Sustainable Development (NSSD) was worked out in 2001. The NSSD was adopted by the Slovak Government in 2001. 

From the regional point of  view, on the basis of principle of subsidiarity and Chapter 28 of Agenda 21, similar documents for sustainable development should be worked out in regions and districts under the responsibility of departments of regional development and other cross-sectoral relations of regional and district offices. This would allow to reach the complexity of the system with possibility to transfer the tasks horizontally and vertically in determination of priorities, assessment of realisation, updating of documents, coordination and optimisation of sectoral and regional development. Gradually, on the level of districts and municipalities so called local Agendas 21 should be worked out and implemented. This should also include documents, like Draft Conception of State Regional Policy and mainly Principles and Rules of Creation of Regional Development Conceptions. 
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UNCSD - NATIONAL LEVEL COORDINATION STRUCTURE OF AGENDA 21 ACTIONS


(Fact Sheet)

Responsibility: MŽP SR
	
SLOVAKIA
1. Key National Sustainable Development Coordination Mechanism(s)/Council(s).
According to the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 655 of 16 September 1997, in 1999 the Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Sustainable Development was established by the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 78 from 27 January 1999.

Contact point (Name, Office):  Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

Telephone:  421-2-5956 2408              Fax:  421-2-5956 2002                   e-mail: toma.pavol@flora.lifeenv.gov.sk                                                                                                                                                                    havlikova.jana@flora.lifeenv.gov.sk                                                                                                                                   
Mailing address:  Námestie Ľ. Štúra 1, 81235 Bratislava 1, The Slovak Republic
2.  Membership/Composition/Chairperson

Chairman: Vice-Prime Minister for Human and Minority Rights and Regional Development

Members: Ministers of relevant sectors and statutory representatives of other central state administration bodies, regional offices, statutory representatives of relevant scientific and social organisations and associations of citizens oriented towards sustainable development

2a. List of ministries and governmental agencies involved:
· Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunication of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Soil Management of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic

· Ministry of Defense of the Slovak Republic

· Office for Nuclear Control

· Office for Statistics of the Slovak Republic

· Regional Offices (8)

2b. Names of para-statal bodies and institutions involved, as well as participation of academic and private sectors:
· Slovak Academy of Science

· Faculty of Natural Sciences of Comenius University

· Slovak Technical University

2c. Names of non-governmental organizations:
· Association of the Third Sector (EMVO-3)

· Association of Industrial Ecology in Slovakia

· Confederation of Trade Unions

· Association of Municipalities of Slovakia

· Union of Municipalities of Slovakia

3. Mandate role of above mechanism/council:
Council of the Government for Sustainable Development is a subsidiary and coordinating body of the Government of the Slovak Republic for implementation of principles of sustainable development and Agenda 21 on the national level.

The role of the Council is:

1.  To coordinate activities of the ministries, other central state administration bodies and regional offices in implementation of Agenda 21, principles of sustainable development and evaluation of indicators of sustainable development.

2.  To assess linkages of strategies, conceptions and sectoral and regional programmes from the social, economic and environmental points of view.

3.  To discuss the conclusions of process of environmental assessment of impacts of basic development conceptions, first of all in the area of energy production, mining, industry, transport, agriculture, forestry and water management, waste management and tourism, as well as impacts of spatial planning documentation of large territorial units a settlement units of selected cities and to comment on their assessment. 

4.  To discuss submitted proposals of generally binding regulations, which may have adverse impacts on the environment.

5.  To assess the evaluation of indicators of sustainable development in responsibility of individual sectors and to discuss the Report on Implementation of Agenda 21 in the Slovak Republic. 

6.  To assist the Government of the Slovak Republic to implement the Agenda 21 and principles of sustainable development in an international context and in such a way to create appropriate conditions for integration of the Slovak Republic into the European and world structures.

7.  To coordinate activities of the Slovak Republic related to the UN Commission for Sustainable Development and further UN bodies. 

4. If available, attach a diagram (organization chart) showing national coordination structure and linkages between ministries:
Submitted by: RNDr. Jozef Klinda                                                   Signature:  

Title:  Director General of the Section of Environmental Conceptions, Law and Information, Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

Date:  

Ministry/Office:  Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

Telephone:  421-2-5956 2408                    Fax:  421-2-5956 2031                     e-mail:
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 2:
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO ACCELERATE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND RELATED DOMESTIC POLICIES (with special emphasis on TRADE)

Responsibility: MH SR, MP SR, MZV SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: UNLDC III Conference was held in Brussels on 14-20 May 2001 under the auspices of the European Union and UNCTAD. The State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had a speech at the plenary session where he presented activities of the Slovak Republic and support and assistance provided to developing countries. In the framework of international co-operation the Slovak Republic supports economic development in developing countries (including the least developed countries) and actively participates in activities of international organisations oriented towards liberalisation of trade and support of export (in particular WTO and UNCTAD). The European Union pays an increased attention to issues related to assistance provided to the least developed countries. This can be demonstrated by an initiative for tariff-free imports of goods from the least developed countries to the European Union called “Everything but Arms”. The European Union expects that associated countries will also take part in activities in favour of the least developed countries.

 The Slovak Republic supports economic growth in the developing countries in the framework of international co-operation and actively participates in activities of international organisations oriented to liberalisation of trade and support of export (as a member of WTO and UNCTAD). The Slovak Republic has up till now made 13 preferential agreements on free trade in accordance with GATT provisions. In the framework of agreement on general system of preferences (GSP) and appendices 3 and 4 to the regulation of the Slovak Government 598/2001 (Customs Scales), the Slovak Republic applies preferential tariff system for imports from 96 developing countries and from the 48 least developed countries. Preferential rates are applied to the goods from the developing countries (according to the appendix 3 of the mentioned regulation) up to the limit of 2,000,000 USD or equivalent in another currency in structure of applied preferential tariff system. After exceeding the mentioned limit the contract tariff rate is applied. Imports from the least developed countries are duty free. Provision of GSP is regulated each year by the Regulation of the Government of the Slovak Republic, under which the Scale of rates is issued. For 2001 the Regulation of the Government 480/2000 is in force. In the framework of regional programmes and projects (Capacity 21, Democracy 6) this agreement contributes to sustainable development in developing countries. 

With regard to development and co-operation on commodity markets the Slovak Republic has been an importing member of the International Organisation for Cocoa (ICCO) since 1993, based on resolution of the Slovak Government 901/1993 on accession to the 1993 International agreement on cocoa (at present, Ministry of Economy is submitting to the Government a propsal to conclude an 2001 international agreement on cocoa, which should have ceased to be valid originally by 31 December 2001, but was prolonged for the next two years untill a new agreement enters into force. Membership of Slovakia in ICCO is a part of the agenda of trade and development in the framework of the UN Conference on Trade and Development. At the same time it also expresses an interest in sustainable development in exporting´countries which are dependant on exploutation of a limited number of commodities, mainly cocoa. It is one of the tools for ensuring development rights in these contries as well as an important part of a global dialogue in development agenda of the world community. The International agreement on cocoa is a part of the EU legislation.     The Slovak Republic is a member of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) which supports liberalisation of trade relations between members. In September 1997 the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the accession to the Ministerial Declaration on Trade with Products of Information Technologies (ITA), which facilitates the access to products of information technologies through gradual reduction of duty tariffs, and to the Fourth Protocol to General Agreement on Trade with Services (GATS), which liberalises services in sector of basic telecommunication. It entered into force on 5 February 1998. In 1998 it actively participated in negotiations on further liberalisation of trade with products of information technologies (ITA II). In December 1998 the Slovak Republic accessed to the Fifth Protocol to GATS which means further liberalisation in sector of financial services. The Slovak Republic is also an active member (observer) of regional groups, activities and agreements - CEFTA, CEI, BSEC, CMHS.

In spite of failure of the Third Ministerial Conference in Seattle within the WTO negotiations of individual committees, councils and bodies of the WTO were organised, mandate negotiations in the area of agriculture, services and intellectual property, as well as negotiations on “trust building” started. The “trust building” includes detailed negotiation on implementation of individual agreements of the WTO in the developing and the least developed countries, including the issue of transitional periods, measures in favour of the least developed countries, technical assistance – the Slovak Republic actively participates in these negotiations. 

The Slovak Republic actively presented and defended its positions at the sessions of those committees and councils, which were dealing with concrete notifications and information for the Slovak Republic (these WTO bodies include: Council for Trade in Services, Council for Trade in Goods, Council for TRIPS, Committee for Agriculture, Committee for Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Committee for Payment Balances, Committee for Protection Measures, Anti-Dumping Committee, Committee for Agreement of Information Technologies, Committee for Regional Trade Agreements, Body for Trade Policy Surveys). 

In the framework of accession processes the Slovak Republic has actively joined the negotiations in working groups as well as in bilateral negotiations with the WTO accession countries that are important trade partners of the Slovak Republic (Croatia, Lithuania, the Russian Federation, Ukraine, Belarus, China, Moldavia, etc.), while Croatia, Lithuania China and Moldavia are already members of the WTO. 

The attention of the Slovak Republic was concentrated on negotiations on the beginning of a new round of multilateral trade negotiations and on the WTO Fourth Ministerial Conference which was held on 9-14 November 2001 in Catar on the Arabian Peninsula. In the final documents of the fourth ministerial conference great attention is paid to issues of sustainable development, in particular to problems of developing countries, which constitute the majority of members, and to larger involvement of these countries into multilateral trade system. Concretely the issues include technical co-operation and capacity building, trade, debt issues and finances of the least developed countries and special approach to these countries. Generally we speak about the Development Agenda from Doha, held in November 2001 in Catar.   Submission of the Trade Policy Survey of the Slovak Republic in the WTO Body for Trade Policy Surveys on 21-23 November 2001 in Geneva was the most important activity of the Slovak Republic in the WTO.


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive bodies. MH SR is the responsible body for the area. MP SR and MZV SR are cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic - foreign trade, creation and implementation of economic indicators of sustainable development.

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic and structural funds

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

WTO, UNCTAD, ICCO, UNDP, UN, EU, OECD, CEFTA, EFTA, FAO, BSEC, SEI


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 3:
COMBATING POVERTY

Responsibility: MPSVR SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: The existence of poor population in the Slovak Republic was neither admitted for a long time, nor it was a subject of broad discussion. Changes of socio-economic situation of citizens due to price liberalisation, inflation, growth of living costs and unemployment caused an increase of number of people who were not able to tackle the negative changes of their living conditions immediately without assistance. This required enhanced attention and care from side of the state devoted to these groups of citizens. The most attacked groups were households with four and more children, incomplete households with children and households with unemployed members of family. As far as perceiving the troubles is concerned, housing is the most problematic area for households. It is estimated that Slovakia has a deficit of 180,000 flat units and current support programmes are insufficient and if concrete effective measures are not adopted this deficit will be growing. It will be necessary to support special forms of housing dedicated to low income households and to groups with specific needs (e.g. people in social need and seriously handicapped people), taking into account their material and financial conditions.  

• Focus of national strategy
Living minimum as accepted minimal level of income of physical person, under which a state of social need is occurring, is determined by the act 125/1998 on living minimum and on determination of sums for purposes of state social contributions as amended by further regulations. The legal living minimum of a physical person (persons) is a sum of money (total sum of money) necessary for provision of goods and services which are required by a separately run household of a certain size and composition to satisfy their basic living conditions considered in the given period to be necessary. Citizen, who is in social need based on objective reasons, receives a social contribution to supplement his income up to the level laid down by the act 195/1998 on social aid as amended by further regulations. Citizen, who is in social need based on subjective reasons, receives a social contribution to supplement his income up to the 50% of the level of living minimum set by the act 125/1998 on living minimum and state social contributions as amended by further regulations. 

In solving the tasks of lowering the unemployment according to the act No. 387/1996 on Employment, the right of citizens for proper employment is solved in forms which are in accordance with international standards and the higher level of attention is being devoted to groups of citizens most seriously attacked by the poverty (young people who do not continue in study, graduates from secondary schools and universities, people over 50 years of age, people unemployed longer than one year, handicapped people).

One of the tools to combat poverty is minimal salary. Minimal salary which must be provided by an employer for an employee ensures a certain level of protection of an employee against poverty and fall of his salary under the level of his reproduction expenses. The act 346/1999 on minimal salary (valid since 1 January 2000) established a valorisation mechanism, according to which the level of minimal salary will be modified depending on level of average salary and sum of living minimum for an individual (i.e. on growth of living expenses of low income households). 

Comprehensive document dealing with unemployment and its reduction is the Conception of the Employment Policy till 2002, which the Government has approved in its resolution 1036 of 25 November 1999. This conception includes a National Employment Plan, worked out in accordance with principles applied to solution of employment problems in EU countries. In November 2000, the National Employment Plan was approved which included 34 measures, of which 16 measures were oriented to prevention or reduction of unemployment.

In the framework of the National Employment Plan the following projects were solved in 2000:

· Short-term program of support of employment of young people;

· Programme of public works for the long-term unemployed;

· Programme of individualised employment services, which started to be carried out since 2001.

• Highlight activities aimed at the poor and linkages to the environment
· identification of persons (households), which find themselves in a state of social and material need,

· implementation of concrete measures of social policy for solution of their troublesome economic situation,

· maintenance of real value of state guaranteed minimal incomes in dependence on development of living costs,

· effective programmes of active policy of employment,

· implementation of programmes for increasing the integration of the poor Roma population into the society (programmes of education, re-qualification, edification),

· support of international cooperation in exchange  of information and experience and in removing the reasons of poverty,

· In accordance with the above mentioned activities the Ministry of Work, Social Affairs and Family will prepare a schedule of preparation of the National Programme to Combat the Poverty and Social Exclusion till 2005 and a schedule of preparation of the National Programme of Social Protection till 2005. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government and the ministries are the resulting decisive bodies. MPSVR SR is a responsible body for this area. MF SR, MVVP SR, MV SR, MH SR, NÚP and ŠÚ SR are cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MPSVR SR - state social support, social aid, employment

MVVP SR - social housing, asylum housing

MV SR - realisation of local state administration in the area of social care

MH SR - support of creation of job opportunities

NÚP - active policy of employment 

ŠÚ SR - statistical investigation and analysis

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors, municipalities, Research Institute of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, International Centre for Research of Family, Sociological Institute, Prognostic Institute, foundations and civic associations, charity organisations

4.  Finance: 

State budget; NÚP - Incomes are created mainly from contributions to unemployment insurance, expenditures are determined by the law for: support in unemployment, active policy of labour market, health insurance, sickness benefit and pension scheme of the registered unemployed who receive the support according to conditions set by the act on state budget of the Slovak Republic, report and activity of NÚP; Social Insurance Company - Fund of pension scheme, Fund of health insurance; State fund for support of housing; budgets of self-governing bodies, budgets of subjects of private law

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

local offices, non-governmental organisations, church organisations, EU - PHARE, World Bank


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	
1991
	
1993
	1996
	1997
	1998


	1999
	2000
	

	Unemployment (%)
	11.82
	14.44

	12.84

	12.48
	15.62
	19.18
	17.88
	

	Population living in absolute poverty
	      -
	   7.2

	7.05

	7.29
	9.4
	10.8
	11.5
	

	Public spending on social sector %
	      -
	16.2
	13.8
	14.4
	-
	-
	-
	

	Minimal salary (SKK)
	2,000
	2,450
	2,450
	2,700
	3,000
	4,000
	4,400
	

	
	


* share of persons under social minimum (0.56 of the average income per capita)        

AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 4:
CHANGING CONSUMPTION PATTERNS

Responsibility: MH SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 31 January 2001

The Pre-accession economic programme of the Slovak Republic is a basic development economic strategy of Slovakia for period 2001 to 2004. Concerning changes in consumption patterns, this programme defines basic reforms of the Slovak economy not only in areas having direct relation to these changes, but also in areas which enable implementation of these changes. Important resulting effects of implementation of process of structural changes include also changes in consumption patterns. 

Objective of the Programme of Structural Reforms in Economic Area is to achieve an overall consolidation of economy, including consolidation of enterprise sector and to achieve a sustainable development. In social area it pays attention to retirement reform, reform of education and reform of health sector, which also considerably affect existing consumption patterns. This Programme has been divided into two stages:

The first stage was carried out in the period 1999-2000 and was oriented to achieving a balance at the level of macroeconomic and microeconomic relations, stabilisation in the area of fiscal and monetary policy, including changes in system of taxation and price liberalisation; application of reforms mainly in the financial sector, business sector, labour market and public sector. Positive result of stabilisation of fiscal and monetary policy, introduction of some of important reform measures is that without real decline of economy:

· a decrease of deficit of a current account of payment balance was achieved from 5% of GDP in 1999 to 3.7% of GDP in 2000, related to decline of deficit of trade balance in goods and services to 2.5% of GDP;

· decrease of deficit of public finances was achieved from 3.6% of GDP to 3.4% of GDP;

· a partial consolidation of public finances was achieved as a consequence of controlling the infrastructural expenses;

· elimination of the problem of excessive double deficit was achieved, i.e. external imbalance was reduced more than expected, while macroeconomic stabilisation in 2000 was manifested also in international nominal evaluation of the Slovak crown in relation to EUR by 3.4%, in stabilisation of gross debt, reduction of net international indebtedness, reduction of interest rates;

· systematic changes of direct and indirect measures and instruments of fiscal policy oriented to support of growth of internal economy led to reduction of tax burden of physical and legal persons, increase of responsibility of business actors for results of their businesses, increase of performance of economy is on sustainable level because inflow of foreign direct investments in 2000 exceeded deficit of the current account of payment balance;

· increase of transparency of the fiscal policy and improvement of market conditions created conditions for: stabilisation of monetary and foreign currency market which enabled a transfer to a qualitative management of the monetary policy; gradual reduction of restriction towards gradual reduction of rates for creation of obligatory minimal reserves; gradual reduction of key interest rates, including interests rates applied to clients; gradual application of reforms in the business sector; restructuring and privatisation of commercial banks; and continuation of privatisation of state property (strategic enterprises), which improved market conditions for performance of the Slovak economy;

· gradual creation of conditions for a more massive inflow of direct foreign investment, for increase of effectiveness and greater competitiveness of the Slovak economy as well as for growth on the sustainable level in the mid-term horizon;

· improvement and increase of transparency of business conditions, state aid, including programmes for support of business.

Short-term or temporary secondary negative aspects accompanying this process are: persistent absence of systematic changes in majority of other public expenditures as a consequence of delaying reform of education, in social sector and health service sector, reduction of domestic demand, inter-annual decrease of growth of economy, reduction of employment, decrease of real salaries, increase of inflation rate as a consequence of gradual price deregulation. 

Consolidation of enterprise sector includes several processes: gradual privatisation of state enterprises, restructuring of banking and business sector, orientation to core business, separation of activities directly connected to the main subject of business. 

The main positive aspects of this process are:
· growth of effectiveness and competitiveness of export;

· share of private sector in creation of GDP was 83.5%, while share of this sector was 75.9% in industry, 98.1% in agriculture, 99.4% in building sector, 41.6% in forestry, 43.8% in transport and 98.6% in trade;

· consolidation of the Slovak economy through reviving of industry; growth of industrial production still continues;

· improvement of results of non-financial organisations;

· growth of viability of benefits from 2.3% in 1999 to 3.4% in 2000;

· reduction of share of loss-making enterprise from 45% in 1999 to 38% in 2000.

As negative aspects can be considered delay of structural reform of enterprise sector, in particular in relation to regional development; decrease of employment leading to growth of unemployment rate to 18.6%; decrease of real salaries as a consequence of rapid growth of consumer prices – 3.1% in 1999 to 4.9% in 2000. Changes in consumption patterns in relation to carried out structural reforms depend on quality and state of business environment, where creation of conditions for support of business and investment is decisive. 

In this area the year of 2001 is conceived as a start of the second stage of structural reforms programmed till 2004, where the key objectives are: support of sustainable growth and competitiveness of the Slovak economy; support of healthy development of public finances; functioning of the market economy in the Slovak Republic; ability of the Slovak economy to tackle pressures of competitiveness and market powers of the single European market.


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR is the resulting decisive body. MH SR is the body responsible for this area to the Government of the Slovak Republic. Bodies of state administration (MP SR, MVVP SR) are cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MH SR - national energetic conception, industrial policy, resource policy

Regional and district offices - regional energetic conceptions

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Government of the Slovak Republic, bodies of state administration, production enterprises

4.  Finance: 

State budget, State fund for liquidation of nuclear facilities with radioactive waste, internal sources, PHARE 

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

Research institutes, SAV, TU, UN, OECD, IAEA, Council of Europe, World Bank and others.


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1985
	1990
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	GDP per capita (current US$)
	2,297
	2,561
	3,240
	3,495
	3,613
	3,778
	3,649
	3,556

	Real GDP growth (%)
	4.1
	-2.5
	6.9
	6.6
	6.5
	4.4
	-
	-

	Annual energy consumption per capita (Kg. of oil equivalent per capita)
	-
	-
	-
	2.307
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	


Other data

	
	1992
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	 1999
	2000

	Total number of motor vehicles
	1,429,773
	1,468,848
	1,470,393
	1,498,160
	1,530,789 
	1,623,305
	1,719,000
	1,713,079
	1,751,840

	Number of vehicles per 100 inhabitants
	26.6
	27.3
	27.4
	27.9
	28.5
	30.2
	31.9
	31.7
	31.7


	
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Number of products which were awarded the eco-label
	6
	10
	15
	18


Government policies affecting consumption and production.  


1.
Goals and Agents (Stakeholders)


Indicate with a () those agents which your Governments policies are meant most to influence.

	
Agents

Goals
	
Producers
	
Local 


authorities
	
Central


Government
	
Households
	
Civil society

	Material efficiency
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Energy efficiency: 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	     Transport
	
	
	
	
	

	     Housing
	
	
	
	
	

	     Other
	
	
	
	
	

	Waste:
	
	
	
	
	

	     Reduce
	
	
	
	
	

	     Reuse
	
	
	
	
	

	     Recycle
	
	
	
	
	


Comments:

2.
Means & Measures and Agents (Stakeholders)


Indicate with an (R) those agents who assume primary responsibility for any of the policy measures indicated;  indicate with an (I) the agents for which the impact is expected to be especially significant.

	Agents

Means & Measures
	
Producers
	
Local

authori-ties
	
Central 


Government
	
House-


holds
	
Civil 


Society

	Improving understanding and analysis
	R
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Information and education (e.g., radio/TV/press) 
	R
	
	
	I
	I

	     Research
	R
	
	R
	
	

	     Evaluating environmental claims
	R
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Form partnerships
	R
	R
	R
	R
	R

	Applying tools for modifying behaviour
	R
	R
	R
	R
	R

	     Community based strategies
	I
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Social incentives/disincentives (e.g., ecolabelling)
	R
	I
	R
	I
	I

	     Regulatory instruments
	I
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Economic incentives/disincentives
	I
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Voluntary agreements of producer responsibility for 

     aspects of product life cycle
	R
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Provision of enabling facilities and infrastructure

     (e.g., transportation alternatives, recycling)
	I
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Procurement policy
	I
	R
	R
	I
	I

	Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing performance
	R
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Action campaign
	R
	R
	R
	I
	I

	     Other (specify)
	
	
	
	
	


Comments:

AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 5:
DEMOGRAPHIC DYNAMICS AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Responsibility: ŠÚ SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Number of inhabitants of Slovakia increased from 2.5 millions in 1869 up to 5.4 millions in 2000, which means that during this relatively short period the number of inhabitants doubled. Intensification of agriculture, development of industry and transport, extensive urbanisation and irrational economic objectives with significant adverse impacts on the environment of Slovakia and mainly on biodiversity are connected with this fact. 

The average density of population is 110.1 inhabitants per km2. This fact is, however, determined by a factor that settlements in Slovakia are primarily concentrated in flats and depressions while mountain areas are populated very sparsely. That means that in the main areas of settlements the density of population is many times higher (in average ca 1,800 inhabitants per km2.)

The average age of inhabitants of Slovakia was 36 in 2000 (34.4 males and 37.5 females) and it has moderately growing tendency. Population is slowly getting old and natural growth rate is gradually lowering. 

Medium life span at birth has increased a little bit during last three years and achieved 73.18 years (69.14 males and 77.22 females).

┌─┐   Check the appropriate boxes below:

└┘
	

	• Governments view on population growth
	┌─┐ Too high

└─┘
	┌─┐ Too low

└(┘
	┌─┐ Satisfactory

└─┘
	

	• Governments view on fertility level
	┌─┐ Too high

└─┘
	┌─┐ Too low

└(┘
	┌─┐ Satisfactory

└─┘
	

	
	
To lower the rate
	
To maintain status quo
	
To raise the rate
	

	• Governments intervention on population growth
	┌─┐
└─┘
	┌─┐
└─┘
	┌─┐
└(┘
	

	• Governments view on intervention on fertility level
	┌─┐
└─┘
	┌─┐
└─┘
	┌─┐
└(┘
	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR, the Government of the Slovak Republic

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MPSVR SR - demographic situation

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Government of the Slovak Republic, MPSVR SR, municipal authorities

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

UN, EU, OECD


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1990
	1993
	1996
	1997
	1998


	1999


	2000

	Population (Thousands) mid-year estimates


	5,298
	5,325

	5,374

	5,383
	5,391
	5,395
	5,401

	Annual rate of increase in % (calculated 31 Dec/1 Jan)

	0.4
	0.5

	0.2

	0.2
	0.1
	0.1
	0.1

	Surface area (Km2)
	49,036
	49,036
	49,036
	49,036
	49,035
	49,035
	49,035

	Population density (people/Km2)
	108.0
	108.6
	109.6
	109.8
	109.9
	110.0
	110.1

	Other data


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 6:
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING HUMAN HEALTH

Responsibility: MZ SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic approved principles of reform of health care in Slovakia in 1990. In accordance with this trend “the National Programme of Support of Health (NPPZ)” was prepared and approved by the Government and by the NR SR as early as 1991. This Programme is determined by “the Strategy of Health for All up till 2000” (SZO) and was amended in 1995 together with definition of tasks, concretised and concentrated into 6 priority areas of health protection.

In accordance with the programme of the World Health Organisation “Health for Europe in the 21st Century”, the “National Programme of Support of Health - Health for All in the 21st Century” was newly elaborated and approved by the Government (25 November 2001).

The important legislative tasks include entering into force (1 January 2001) of the Act 470/2000 concerning the issue of health protection against radiation, including issuing implementing regulations that are connected to this act. The conceptional measure of the basic character is constituted mainly by the Act on human health protection, the Act on medical care and the Act on health insurance as amended by later regulations (1994). 

The State Health Policy, worked out in accordance with the WHO strategy and policy for Europe in 21st century , is a conceptional and strategic document of the health sector. This document was approved by the Government by the resolution 910/2000.

“Immunization Programme of the Slovak Republic” in accordance with recommendations of WHO and EC, control of diseases preventable by vaccination, belongs to the tasks of fundamental importance. It is a programme representing priority task of the sector in the area of health protection, where Slovakia has a long-term high standard.
 More areas affected by negative impact of industrial activities are being monitored permanently as priority in Slovakia. The Government of the Slovak Republic and competent committee of NR SR are being regularly informed about hygienic situation in Slovakia and impacts on the human health. “The National Programme of Combating HIV/AIDS” was approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic. In accordance with this programme a number of short-term and long-term measures are being implemented. The Slovak Republic has joined the process of certification of eradication of infantile paralysis in the European region of the WHO.

“Programme of realisation of conclusions of London conference on the environment and health in the Slovak Republic” has been worked out and approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic to support processes leading towards strengthening the environmental health in the Slovak Republic. This programme defines further orientation in this area of public health care for future period. 

In the area of hygienic control of drinking water quality an important document on assessment of health risk rate for consumer as a consequence of contamination of water resources in the Slovak Republic by heavy metals. 

In accordance with EU directives an act 136/2001 on chemical substances and chemical preparations was prepared with effect from 1 June 2001. The act 514/2001 has a special importance because it modifies and amends the act 272/1994 on human health protection (in effect from 1 January 2002).

The Action Plan for the Environment and Health was approved in the resolution of the Government 815/2000. The Protocol on Water and Health was submitted to the Government for discussion. The Slovak Republic accessed to it at the European Conference in London in 1997. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic, the NR SR, MZ SR are the resulting decisive bodies. MZ SR is the body responsible for this area. All other central state administration bodies and organisations under their competence are cooperating bodies. 

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MZ SR - protection of human health, provision of health care

3.  Major Groups: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic, NR SR, all central state administration bodies and organisation under their competence - all conceptional materials are subject of discussion at the Council of Economic and Social Treaty.

4.  Finance: 

The state budget of the Slovak Republic, the State Fund of Health Protection

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

UN, SZO, EU, EK, OECD, FAO, and others.


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1990
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Life expectancy at birth


Male


Female
	   34.9   32.1
	   36.06  33.0
	36.3 33.3
	36.6 33.6
	36.9

33.8
	37.2

34.1
	37.5

34.4

	Infant mortality (till 1 year of age per 1000 live births)
	12.0
	7.9
	10.2
	8.7
	8.8
	8.3
	8.6

	Maternal mortality rate (per 1000 live births)
	0.06
	0.08
	0.05
	0.03
	0.09
	0.11
	0.02

	Medium life span at birth              male

                                                          female
	66.6

75.4
	68.4

76.3
	68.8

76.7
	-

-
	68.6

76.7
	69.0

77.0
	68.9

76:7

	Access to safe drinking water (% of population)
	75.2
	
	79.8
	80.84
	81.3
	82.2
	82.6

	Access to sanitation services (% of population)
	86.0
	87.0
	88.0
	89.0
	89.0
	89.2
	87.5

	Explanations:

Infant mortality: number of infants dying within a period of 28 days after birth per 1,000 born alive

Maternal mortality rate: number of women dying in relation to pregnancy, birth and after-birth period per 1,000 born alive


	

	
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 7:
PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE HUMAN SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Responsibility: MŽP SR, MVVP SR, MPSVR SR, MK SR, MP SR, MH SR, MDPT SR, ÚSRSVT SR, MŠ SR, MF SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: In May 2000 “the Conception of State Housing Policy up till 2005” with outlook till 2010 was approved. In this relation the responsibility for housing is shifting towards the citizen  and the state and municipalities are obliged to create legislative, technical and economic conditions so that the housing is available for all citizens and so that each household can arrange housing adequate to income. Support for development of housing has been legislatively arranged (building saving, State Fund for Housing Development) and framework conditions for mortgage credits. Starting from 2000 contributions for housing started to be paid and de-regulation of rental started which creates good conditions for construction of rental houses. Further the state supports development of housing from the public sources (state budget) and partially from the Fund of National Property in a form of programmes of development of housing. Current supporting programmes are, however, insufficient and the next problem is deteriorating state of flats. More than 50% of population lives in blocks of flats built in collective forms of construction and social composition of owners does not offer conditions for larger repairs and reconstruction. Current supporting programmes have helped to fulfil intentions of housing policy only to very small extent. Lack of financial sources did not allow more complex solutions and these programmes were aimed rather at energy saving than at increase of quality and life span of flats.  Social care is social prevention and solution of material need or solution of social need when a citizen himself or with a help of family is not able to ensure the basic living conditions, and solution of social need of a citizen who is seriously handicapped through compensation of social consequences of his handicap. Forms of solution of material and social need are social consultations, socio-legislative protection, social services (including care in social service facilities which includes also accommodation), payment of social aid, social services and financial contributions for compensation. “National Report on Development of Settlements and Housing in Slovakia” was presented at the UN Conference Habitat II in Istanbul in 1996. It included also the National Action Plan of Development of Settlement and Housing in Slovakia in the Slovak Republic. A national report was prepared for the special session of the UN General Assembly – Habitat Istanbul + 5 which presented the achieved progress in application of the Agenda Habitat during 5 years since the Istanbul Conference. Based on the declaration adopted by the special session of the UN General Assembly, the Government of the Slovak Republic decided to update the National Action Plan of Development of Settlement and Housing in the Slovak Republic. The update will be ensured by the Ministry of the Environment via a national committee consisted of representatives of individual sectors, central state administration bodies, representatives of municipalities as well as non-governmental organisations and experts in the area of housing and settlement. The 62nd session of the Human Settlement Committee of the UN ECE was held on 17-19 September 2001 in Geneva and was concentrated on the tasks resulting from documents approved by the 2000 Ministerial Conference and on implementation of Agenda Habitat as a basic document of the UN in the area of settlement and housing. Slovakia actively participates in activities of this Committee and considers the co-operation to be mutually beneficial. A representative of the Slovak Republic (from Ministry of Construction and Regional Development) was elected to the Chairmanship of the Committee. The main outputs from individual tasks of the Committee are recommendations for countries in the area of development of settlements and housing. Via adoption of the amendment to the building act in 2000 the Slovak Republic made a step towards the legal instruments of the European Union and the position of the building act as a tool of the environmental policy was strengthened. In 2001, the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the Conception of Territorial Development of Slovakia prepared by the Ministry of the Environment. The Conception as a territorial planning documentation of national importance deals with issues of spatial arrangement and functional utilisation of the Slovak territory in relation to international inter-connections as well as from the point of view of interests of the Slovak Republic, for control of development of the regions of Slovakia. The Conception is determined by a number of European documents, of which the most important is the common project of the European spatial development perspective (ESDP), elaborated by the EU member states. The Conception of Territorial Development of Slovakia lays down in particular arrangements and hierarchy of settlement structure and nodes of settlement and economic agglomerations and development of the main urban axes in Slovakia. The settlement network of Slovakia, taking into account its high stability, is one of the main crucial elements affecting the territorial development. The Conception has set the main principles for creation of equal living conditions on the whole territory of the country, for improvement of ecological stability, conservation mof cultural and historical herityge and sustainable development. Support of sustainable development of human settlements is also ensured in the framework of “the Programme of Rural Areas Revival”, which was approved by the Slovak Government Resolution No. 222 of 25 March 1997. Since 1998 realisation of development programme of villages has been ensured with a help of trained facilitators. These issues are also the part of “Conception of Soil Management Policy” approved in 1993 (management and protection of soil, agricultural land and ecological management).  Ministry of Soil Management devotes a part of the measure of the Plan of Development of Agriculture and Rural Development in the framework of SAPARD to support of development of human settlement in rural areas. In 1998 regional energy conceptions were elaborated reflecting support of sustainable energy systems in human settlements. These conceptions were starting points for elaboration of Energy Policy of the Slovak Republic approved at the beginning of 2000. Among the main objectives of the sectoral document “Updating and Elaboration of Principles of the State Transport Policy of the Slovak Republic” adopted in January 2000 there are increase of safety of transport and elimination of negative impacts of transport on the environment. It reflects continuing social and economic transformation and accession to the European Union. The basic strategic objective of the Transport Policy is implementation of sustainable transport of people and goods as a necessary precondition of fulfilling the rights and liberties of citizens and requirements of development of free market. Strategy of sustainable development is followed by “Action Plan for the Area of Transport and the Environment” approved by the Government in 1999 which is determined by conclusions of the UN ECE Conference on Transport and Environment held in Vienna 1997. The basic objective of the Action Plan is to solve mutual relations between transport and the environment and to ensure compliance of future transport development with sustainable development. In March 2001 the Government approved the National Plan of Regional Development of the Slovak Republic containing seven sectoral and four regional operational programmes. The National Plan of Regional Development of the Slovak Republic is a basic programming document for implementation of the regional policy till 2006. At the same time it belongs to the basic documents for achieving the financial sources from the pre-accession funds and after integration of the Slovak Republic into the European Union from the structural funds of the EU. It is providing a complex picture of the current state of Slovakia and its regions, barriers of development and proposals how to remove them through development priorities and strategies. 

Concerning finances for housing, a functional classification was used for the first time during preparation of the national budget for 2002. For housing 8.3 billions SKK were budgeted (3.2% of budgetary expenditures). Transfer to the State Fund of Housing Development is 2.3 billions SKK and a transfer of 1.8 billions SKK is budgeted for other forms of support of housing. 
	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: The Government of the Slovak Republic is the resulting decisive body. MŽP SR is the responsible body for this area.  MVVP SR, MPSVR SR, MK SR, MH SR, MDPT SR, ÚSRSVT SR, MŠ SR and MF SR are the cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MŽP SR - spatial planning and construction regulations

MVVP SR - in accordance with the act No. 347/1999 as updated later

MPSVR SR - social aid

MK SR - cultural heritage

MH SR - supply of energy and heat

MDPT SR - construction and reconstruction of road network

ÚSRSVT SR - State regional policy

MŠ SR - education

MF SR - finances for housing

MP SR - agriculture, forestry and water management, rural development

3.  Major Groups: 

the Government of the Slovak Republic, the NR SR, sectors, local state administration bodies, organisations, municipalities, production enterprises, civic associations, non-governmental organisations, foundations, other legal entities

4.  Finance: 

State budget, budgets of municipalities, sectoral funds, foundations, sponsors, structural instruments of the EU

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

OECD, IAEA, IEA, US AID, UNICEF, European Council, World Bank, PHARE, Czech Republic - Austria - Slovakia
	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	
1991
	
1996
	1997
	1998
	2000
	

	Urban population in % of total population


	
56.8

	
57.01

	56.93
	57.7
	57
	

	Largest city population (in % of total population)
	
8.38

	8.42

	8.38
	8.34
	8.33
	

	Other data

*  PO97 - PO91 
   ---------------   : 6 = 0.31%

         PO91
PO: number of inhabitants
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 8:
INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN DECISION-MAKING


(See pages vii and viii at the beginning of the profile)

Responsibility: MF SR, MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

In the current Slovak taxation legislation in force the individual taxation acts comprise provisions , which partly take into account the environmental aspects. According to the act No. 317/1992 on real estate tax the municipalities are also authorised to provide tax relief which take into account the environmental interests when taxing constructions and lands. Possible changes can be expected after introduction of new environmental taxes as well as preparation of databases and international information exchange. The taxation system is being gradually modified including acceptation of environmental protection and management as well as harmonisation with the legislation of the European Union (updating of consumption tax of hydrocarbon fuels and oils, income tax, value added tax, road tax, etc.) Similarly in the area of duties, modifications in duty scale will be made according to proposals made by sectors of the environment and agriculture. In the framework of establishment of systems of integrated environmental and economic accounting the introduction of assessment system of data and information collection  and enforcement of national accounting systems are being planned. It is necessary to involve civil servants who prepare decisions and cooperate in the area of keeping records on costs in additional national accounts and economic statistics. In the area of analysis, collection of data, preparation of national accounts, assessment and use of data the system IEEA has been introduced for decision-making.

In 1999 several taxation acts were amended (e.g. income tax, value added tax, hydrocarbon fuel and oil consumption tax, alcohol consumption tax, road tax. During amending the mentioned acts the environmental interests were taken into account. For example, as far as income tax is concerned, the tax payers can devote 1% of tax to organisations of the third sector, which include foundations and civic associations operating in the area of the environment. The untaxed limit has been increased  from 100,000 SKK up to 300,000 SKK for these organisations. 

It can be stated, that although some environmental parameters have been introduced in the tax system, reform of the tax system still continues in direction of increasing the weight of environmental taxes, which would correspond to proposals  and directives of the European Union concerning reform of tax system in the EU countries. In this type of reform, the emphasis is put on restructuring of taxes in direction of broadening of excise taxes on energy products, which means transfer of tax burden from labour to energy consumption or energy resources. In this relation a theoretical for future introduction of environmental tax has been worked out (tax on CO2 and energy).


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure (please also refer to the fact sheet):  

The Government of the Slovak Republic is the resulting decisive body. MF SR is a body responsible for this area. MŽP SR and ŠÚ SR are the cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MF SR - national accounts

ŠÚ SR - economic statistics (methodology)

3.  Major Groups: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic, NR SR, sectors, state administration authorities, organisations, municipalities, production enterprises

4.  Finance: 

State budget

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 


	


	
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Number of EMS which have been certified (number of EMS certificates in Slovakia)
	3
	14
	10
	12
	23


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 9:

PROTECTION OF THE ATMOSPHERE

Responsibility: MŽP SR, MH SR, MDPT SR, MP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Convention on long-range transboundary air pollution - CLRTAP

· CLRTAP - succession in 1993

· EMEP Protocol - succession in 1993

· Sulfur Protocol (1985) - succession in 1993

· NOX Protocol - succession in 1993

· Sulfur Protocol (1994) - signature in 1994, ratification in 1998

· VOC Protocol (1994) - accession in 1999

· Heavy Metals Protocol (1998) - signature in 1998

· POP Protocol (1998) - signature in 1998

· AcEtO Protocol (1999) - signature in 1999
Stockholm Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants

* signature 22 May 2001

Vienna Convention on protection of ozone layer of the Earth

· Vienna Convention - succession in 1993

· Montreal Protocol (1987) - succession in 1993.

· London Amendment (1990) - ratified in 1994.

· Copenhagen Amendment (1992) - accession  in 1998

· Montreal Amendment (1997) – accession in 1999

· Beijing Amendment (1999) – ratification in 2002

· The latest report to the Montreal Protocol Secretariat was prepared in 2001

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change – UNFCCC
UNFCCC - signature in 1992, approved in 1994

Kyoto Protocol (1997) - the Government of the Slovak Republic approved signature of the Protocol in 1999, ratification in 2002.

The latest report to the UNFCCC Secretariat was submitted in 2001.

Additional comments relevant to this chapter: 

In the framework of harmonisation with the EU legislation a new draft act on air was prepared which transposes the framework directive on air quality 96/62/EC and daughter directives 99/30/EC and 2000/69/EC. A draft regulation of limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds from storage and distribution of petrol to petrol stations. The third national report on climate change has been prepared together with the Strategy to Fulfil Commitments of the Kyoto Protocol, which was submitted to the Government with the proposal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The Government agreed with ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and took into account the Strategy. 

Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunications has worked out its National Programme for Stabilisation and Reduction of CO2 Emissions in Transport of the Slovak Republic. Development of real production of CO2 is monitored regularly on annual basis and is compared to prognosis elaborated till 2005 within the National Programme. This Programme was updated in 2001. 

Part B.1 - Development, effectiveness and consumption in energy production

In  the area of energy production the nuclear power, hydro-energetic potential, gas cycles and reconstruction of existing traditional energy sources, using the newest technologies eliminating emissions of CO2, NOX, are utilised exclusively for peaceful purposes. Measuring and regulatory technology is being upgraded.

The Energy Policy of the Slovak Republic was approved by the Government in January 2000 as a new document defining main streams of development. It includes principles of sustainable development and respects all relevant international commitments of the Slovak Republic. One of its main objectives is the effective use of energy and implementation of measures aimed at saving of energy and fuels.

The attention is concentrated in particular on:

· increase of effectiveness in production, transport and consumption of energy

· increase of share of alternative sources of energy to cover the consumption

· increase of use of resources, which do not produce CO2

With support from the World Bank the National Study of Energy Effectiveness and the Conception of Increase of Use of Renewable Resources in Slovakia are under preparation. A number of co-generation units have been built in Slovakia, of which the biggest one with 1 MW output has been build in Bratislava with a grant from the Dutch Government. A PHARE project oriented to support of the Slovak Energy Policy has started, where one of the sub-projects is directly oriented to energy effectiveness. Adopted and implemented schedule of modification of regulated prices for the period 2000-2002 (including energy prices) considerably contributed to reduction of price deformations. The citizens have also realised the real price of energy and started to use the energy more rationally. Similar to other countries of the western and central Europe, also in Slovakia there are processes of deregulation, liberalisation, restructuring and privatisation.

Part B.3 - Industrial development

Updated frameworks for industrial development in Slovakia determined by the document “Elaboration of Principles of Industrial Policy of the European Union in Conditions of Enterprises of the Slovak Republic” approved by the Government in 1999 were submitted to the European Commission in the framework of integration process. One of priorities of the new policy approach is that  from the point of view of air protection, it tries to create proper conditions for investments, which enables to support and regulate industrial development so that negative impacts on air can be minimised. 

One of techniques of selective approach to support of economic development of Slovakia is establishing economic parks and zones. The Slovak legislation does not prevent building industrial parks, but it creates real conditions for establishing such parks within industrial zones defined in the adopted spatial planning documentation of municipalities. The elaborated principles of the new industrial policy of Slovakia respect and implement philosophy of sustainable development. In 2000 the integration processes relating the European Union, OECD and NATO became important for establishing conditions enabling industrial development also in relation to protection of the air. Meeting the conditions resulting from process of approximation of the Slovak legislation with the EU legislation has become the basic priority in implementation of the reform in the business sector. From the point of view of the acts approved in 1999-2000 it is possible to state that this process had required dynamics and enabled meeting the commitments included in the amended National Programme for Adoption of Acquis (NPAA) and the commitments resulting from individual negotiations of the OECD CIME/CMIT committees.

In the area of legislation the elaboration of a number of legal instruments regulating the business activities and investments was important. They should be passed in 2001. They include draft act on support of establishing industrial parks, draft act on strategic investors, draft act on investment stimuli and on change and amendment to some of the acts, act on advertising, draft act on regulation of network branches, etc..

The act on regulation in network branches, including the amendment to the act on energy was approved on 17 July 2001. A new regulatory model in the area of prices of natural gas which will be in force for three years starting from 1 January 2003.


	

	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Government of the Slovak Republic are the resulting decisive body. MŽP SR is the responsible body for this area. MH SR, MDPT SR, MZ SR, MP SR, MF SR, MO SR, ÚJD SR, Office for regulation of network branches are the cooperating bodies of state administration.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

NR SR - legislation, the Government of the Slovak Republic – programmes, MŽP SR - air protection, general responsibility, other sectors are responsible for implementation of legislative regulations and programmes within their competence 

MDPT SR – elaboration of legislative frameworks creating conditions for reduction of negative impacts of transport to air pollution. 

MF SR - subsidy policy of the public transport

MH SR - development of ecologically more friendly basis of car fuels

3.  Major Groups: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic, the NR SR, sectors, non-governmental organisations, production enterprises, civic associations, municipalities, associations, unions, trade unions.

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, the State Fund of the Environment, domestic and foreign loans, own activities, contributions of physical persons and legal entities, EU, PHARE, means from deposited sanction measures.

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

Research institutes, SAV, universities, OECD, EU, Programme PHARE, UN, EBRD, IAEA, Council of Europe, World Bank, participation in the EU project - CORINAIR (assessment of emission burden caused by economic sectors, including transport in member states and associated countries of EU, co-operation with the UN on elaboration of national reports on climate change.
	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1980
	1990
	    1997        
	1998
	1999
	2000

	CO2 emissions (eq. million tons)
	-
	60
	46
	44
	45
	41

	SOx

"
	0.78
	0.543
	0.202(1)
	0.179
	0.171
	0.120

	NOx

"
	0.1971)
	0.226
	0.124
	0.130
	0.118
	0.106

	CH4

"
	-
	0.322
	0.284
	0.222
	0.222
	0.215

	Consumption of ozone depleting substances (Tons)
	   2,009.81)

	     971.22)

	113.87

	91.10
	55.18
	66.82

	Expenditure on air pollution abatement in US$ equivalents (million)
	         -

	     - 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	1) data for 1987        2) data for 1992
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 10:
INTEGRATED APPROACH TO THE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF LAND RESOURCES

Responsibility: MŽP SR, MP SR, MH SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Integrated approach to planning the resource management is included in individual reform steps and procedures. In the document “Principles, Results and Direction of the Economic Policy” the transformation processes are outlined so as to meet the fundamental macroeconomic development trends till 2004. Support for planning and management of sources of the country is ensured in the light of “the Conception of Soil Management Policy” approved by the NR SR and the Slovak Government in 1993, which includes also issues of agricultural soil and forestry and in the light of “the Conception of Water Management Policy” approved by the NR SR and the Slovak Government in 1994, which deals with use of water. In 2000 the Government approved the amended Conception of Agricultural Policy till 2006 and the Conception of Forest Policy of the Slovak Republic till 2005 which is determined by objectives of the Forestry Strategy and the State Forestry Policy. The issue is well-reasoned utilisation of natural resources and maintenance of ecological stability of the land as a prerequisite of sustainable development of agriculture, forestry and water management. Appropriate legislation has been created for management and protection of agricultural soil of the Slovak Republic.  Because of protection, enhancement and stabilisation of the area of agricultural land the act No. 307/1992 on protection of agricultural land was passed together with subsequent executing regulations - regulation of the Government No. 152/96 on basic rates of payments for use of agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes as amended by the regulation of the Government 188/200. From the point of view of protection of land quality the decision of Ministry of Soil Management of the Slovak Republic on maximal acceptable values of harmful substances in soil has been adopted. On the basis of the resolution of the Slovak Government projects of land arrangement are being worked out in ecologically disturbed areas. While Conception of protection and enhancement of agricultural land in Slovakia (2000) is oriented to strategic direction of soil protection, the Principles of the state soil policy (2002) clearly define principles and priorities of the state in relation to soil as a natural resource and national asset.

The Energy Policy of the Slovak Republic was adopted by the Slovak Government in 2000 which enables to fulfil the relevant targets.

Taking into account the long-term loss-making of extraction and processing of ore resources in Slovakia, the Slovak Government adopted a resolution concerning the weakening programme in the sector of ore mining. On the basis of the 1991 resolution all ineffective mining and ore processing operations are being closed down which is followed by surface treatment and recultivation, including the removal of damages after mining activities. 

The need of integrated approach to planning and management of land resources in the area of industry requires a new approach to strengthening this task. This is expected to be carried out on the basis of measures included in Elaboration of Principles of Industrial Policy of the European Union in the Slovak Republic (1999). The new industrial policy is primarily oriented towards achieving competitiveness of industry on globalised markets under conditions of growing competition. That is mainly facilitation of adaptation of industry to structural changes, support of creation of the environment suitable for business initiatives and constant development of industry, in particular small and medium enterprises, promotion of environment suitable for cooperation among enterprises and promotion of better utilisation of industrial potential. An integrated approach to land management planning is included in individual reform steps and processes, based on which transformation of the Slovak economy is being carried out. The document “Principles, outputs and direction of economic policy” defines transformation processes so as to meet the basic development trends till 2004, i.e. the expected estimates on efficiency of the Slovak economy. From the point of view of their financing an important document is the “Middle –term financial outlook for 2000-2003 period” which introduces a programming budgeting of public finances, while ensuring more effective utilisation of these finances and more effective management with non-financial resources of the country through individual development programmes. Priority importance is given to those development programmes, which are oriented in particularly to more efficient use of resources and materials in industry or to energy saving programmes. An important role is also played by development programmes which relate to solution of issues of competitiveness since innovations and upgrading investments introducing new technologies in production processes fulfil requirements of rational resource management.  

In 2001, the basic objectives laid down in the 1999 programme “Wood – Resource of the 21st century” were strengthened and they supported the “Programme to Support Development of Processing and Use of Wood”, approved by the Government, which in accordance with the act on state aid is to initiate and support business activities oriented to effective use of domestic renewable source – wood.  Wood is an important, renewable resource which is at present used on lower level in Slovakia when compared to developed countries of the European Union. One of the objectives of this programme in mid-term horizon (by 2005) is to harmonise strategies of forest management and wood-processing industry of the Slovak Republic with the aim to utilise synergetic effects of both sectors to increase their effectiveness. This programme has an objective to increase wood processing by 1 mill. m3 by 2005. It includes particularly use of surplus sorts of wood which are not currently used and application of wood in other sectors of economy, as well as creation of new jobs. Potential for the future is also use of biomass for energy production purposes. Role of the programme is to promote higher level of application of wood in construction activities,  products for flats, construction systems of flats, industrial construction , etc.. Products from wood can be easily recycled which increases their competitiveness on the market of developed countries with strict environmental legislation.

In the area of legislation a number of draft acts have been worked out which will determine development of industry (draft act on support of industrial parks, draft act on strategic investors, draft act on investment stimuli and on amendment to some acts) and to integrated approach to management and planning of land resources. 

A fundamental conceptual solution for meeting the conditions  of integrated approach to planning and management of land resources will be brought by implementation of the National Plan of Regional Development of the Slovak Republic, particularly in relation to effective mineral resource management and in relation to demographic development in Slovakia. 

Pre-accession economic programme of the Slovak Republic fully ensures meeting the requirement of Agenda 21 in the area of integrated approach to planning and management of land resources within dimensions of sustainable development. 

This programme of reforms strengthens a system of planning and management of economic development, including development of society in Slovakia, while fully accepting possibilities and given facts and meeting the conditions of the EU accession process which respects limitations of sustainable development. 

From the point of view of strengthening the system of planning and management, an important role is played by reform of public finances with process of introduction of programming budgeting and preparation of middle-term financial plan. Elaborated financial plan for budgetary chapters limits use of financial sources from the state budget in respective year. Elaboration of “Register of investments” for individual budgetary chapters in preparation of a draft state budget is an important step to strengthen the system of planning and management. An objective of such a process in management of public finances is to contribute to higher effectiveness of the policy of state support.  
	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Government of the Slovak Republic are the resulting decisive bodies. MŽP SR is the body responsible for this sector. All other central authorities are the cooperating bodies.  

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MŽP SR - hydro-ecological plans; it cooperates with MP SR  in working out the Principles of the Protection and Rational Use of Water

MH SR - energy production, industry

MP SR - agriculture, forestry and water management

Regional and district offices - regional energetic conceptions 

3.  Major Groups: 

the NR SR, the Government of the Slovak Republic, sectors, state administration authorities, production enterprises, municipalities, non-governmental organisations, civic associations

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, State Water Management Fund, municipalities, internal sources, PHARE 

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

Research institutions, universities, SAV, EU, OECD, IEA, Council of Europe, World Bank

In accordance with recommendation of 1993 Helsinki Conference the monitoring system “Lesy” (Forests) is being implemented in Slovakia which is aimed at monitoring the health state of forests. It is a part of the European monitoring system “FOREST”. There is also the monitoring system “P(DA” (SOIL) of which the first phase was realised during the period 1992-1996.


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 11:
COMBATING DEFORESTATION

Responsibility: MP SR, MO SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The forest percentage in Slovakia (40.7 of the total territory of Slovakia) is still overreaching the average European level with the tendency to increase further. The basic objective of the state forest policy  is maintenance of forests, their protection and management in accordance to the act on forests.

Forest vegetation protection is an integral part of protection of forest resource which is rooted in the national conceptional documents. The primary objective of “the Strategy and Conception of Forestry Development in Slovakia” and “the Principles of the State Forestry Policy in Slovakia” is maintenance of forests, i.e. maintenance and gradual increase of forested territory. This objective is also followed by legislation which deals with forest management in accordance with the law. All forests, regardless their size and form of  management, have to be managed according to plans. The most important indicators of forest management are determined by the forest management plans, which are to ensure and increase the production and public functions of forests, that is the interests of the state.        

In this context important role is given to management arrangement of forests and its results, forest management plans, through which the main principles of forest protection are being applied under concrete conditions. In the context of this strategic objective the Slovak Government has approved “the Programme of Reforestation of Lands not Suitable for Agricultural Production”. This programme supposed that by 2000 50,000 hectares of agricultural land will be reforested. The next instrument oriented sustainable management of forests will be introduction of certification according to PEFC and FSC systems. In 2001 approximately 50,000 ha of state-owned forests were certified. In 2002, the National Certification Centre is planned to be built which will issue certificates PEFC and FSC. Because of lack of available financial sources for afforestation this programme has been cancelled. Only 3,536 ha have been afforested. 

The area of the state forest land in military districts on the territory of the Slovak Republic is stabilised and its reduction is not expected in the future. Growth of area of state forest lands on the territory of military districts is limited by the character of a purpose for which the land was intended. This land is divided into the sectors 13 and 21. In the sector 21 the lands cannot be afforested because these lands are intended exclusively for use by military authorities. In the sector 13 the lands can be afforested provided that state funds are used for that. 


	

	
	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Slovak Government is the resulting decisive body. MP SR is a body responsible for this sector. MŽP SR, MO SR and state forest organisations are the cooperating bodies. 

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MP SR - forestry, agriculture

3.  Major Groups: 

The Slovak Government, sectors, state forest organisations, non-state forest subjects

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic - policy of subsidies for forestry and agriculture

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: FAO


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1990
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Forest Area (Km2)
	19,283

	19,237

	19,199
	19,193
	19,219
	19,214

	Protected forest area (thousands hectares)
	150.5
	284.7
	289.1
	294.5
	298,7
	306.0

	Roundwood production (solid volume of roundwood without bark in mill m3)
	2.6
	2.4
	2.5
	2.1
	2.3
	2.5

	Deforestation rate (Km2/annum)*
	-
	3.78
	3.88
	1.65
	0.78
	0.96

	Reforestation rate (Km2/annum)**
	172
	135
	116
	118
	136
	129

	
	


Note: Reduction of reforestation in 1996 is determined by increased share of natural regeneration.

* Data on deforestation (temporary and permanent) relate to deforestation caused by investment building. .  

** Data constitute reforestation obligation resulted from forest rehabilitation. It means reproduction of forest and not total growth of vegetation area. 

AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 12: MANAGING FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS:  COMBATING DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT

Responsibility: MP SR, MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

International Convention to Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Drought and/or Desertification

Particularly in Africa – approved in 2001
Each party shall file reports on implementation with the Conference of Parties, as often and in the form to be determined.  Parties are to report on development of national action programmes.  The Conference shall assist affected developing countries to make reports.  

• Convention 
┌─┐ signed in 19--
┌─┐ ratified in 19--



└─┘


└─┘ 

• The latest report to the Secretariat of the Convention was prepared in 19--.

Additional comments relevant to this chapter
This issue does not belong to the most urgent ones in Slovakia at present, but taking into account the prognosis of climate development (increase of average temperatures, lowering of rainfall and subsequent processes of land and ecosystem  degradation) it is necessary to expect that processes of desertification can be demonstrated also in our conditions.

A study related to the issue of desertification for support of accession to the Convention to Combat Desertification has been prepared. In 1999 the research project “Impacts of Predicted Changes on Properties and Functions of Soil in the Slovak Republic” was completed. All technical conditions for accession to the Convention to Combat Desertification have been fulfilled.  In September 2001 the National Council of the Slovak Republic agreed with accession of the Slovak Republic to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. The Soil Research Institute in Bratislava was entrusted with the task of the National Co-ordination Centre. The main tasks of the Centre include preparation of a draft National Action Programme concerning tasks, draft measures to meet commitments of the Slovak Republic in relation to the Convention and preparation of an assessment report for 2002 on the state of situation in the Slovak Republic and on activities against desertification in landscape and soil.

Scientific and research basis of the sector is oriented towards elaboration of prognosis of soil development and conditions of plant production. 


	

	
	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive bodies. MP SR is the body responsible for this sector. MŽP SR is a cooperating body.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MP SR - agriculture, forestry

3.  Major Groups: 

sectors, scientific and research basis, professional organisations

4.  Finance: 

State budget

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

UN, EU, FAO


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 13:
MANAGING FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS: SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT

Responsibility: MP SR, MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Unfavourable development of the health state of forests due to harmful impacts, in particular synergistic influence of imissions and climatic factors (extreme droughts and warming during last years), that reduces functional potential of forests and causes huge losses not only in timber production but in fulfilling the public functions of forests as well, stress the need to concentrate our attention to enhancing the ecological stability and resistance of forest vegetation. Improvement of the situation requires to increase the share of resistant woody plants (particularly deciduous trees). The question of reevaluation of the conception of target representation of woody plants in the Slovak forests in relation to global warming of the climate is also urgent. 

Managing fragile forest ecosystems in mountain areas is being realised mainly through “the Implementation Programme for Removal of Damages Caused by Human Activities, in Particularly by Imissions in Forest Ecosystems”. The programme counted on recovery measures in forests on almost the whole territory of Slovakia. Since this programme is extraordinarily expensive, its limitation to the most endangered areas was adopted in 1996. Projects for areas of Low Tatra, Kysuce, Orava and Stredný Spiš have been worked out, where they have started to be implemented. 

During recent years the state of forest health started to stabilise. This health state is, however, considerably worse than the European average. The worst situation is situated in the upper border forests where there is a threat of destruction of forests. Share of accidental felling is high (45% of all felling in 1999). In order to improve the current state the Slovak Government in 2001 adopted a report on removal of damages caused by anthropogenic activities  in forestry, where it ordered the responsible ministers to elaborate a draft Programme for Removal of Damages in Forest Ecosystems till 2010. Recovery of health in the Slovak Republic is a priority task of not only forest management but the whole state as well, bearing in mind their function in the country and the fact that primary causes of their bad state are outside the forest management. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Slovak Government is the resulting decisive body. MP SR and MŽP SR are the bodies responsible for this sector. State forest organisations, non-state forest subjects and the Slovak Agency of the Environment are the cooperating bodies.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MP SR - agriculture, forestry

3.  Major Groups: 

The Government of the Slovak Republic, sectors, professional sectoral organisations 

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic 

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: FAO


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 14:
PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Responsibility: MP SR, MH SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

In accordance with conclusions of the Pan-European Conference on Rural Development, which was held in Bratislava in May 1997 under the responsibility of the Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe for Agriculture  and Rural Development, “the Conception of Rural Development in the Slovak Republic” was worked out and approved by the Slovak Government in 1998. It works out principles which are in compliance with EU principles, e.g. integrated principles, economic and social diversification, sustainability, as well as principle of planing and projecting the development of agriculture and rural areas “from bottom to top”. The Conception is an innovative trans-sectoral document and together with passed act on ecological agriculture present very important documents necessary for integration of the Slovak Republic into the European Union. Sustainable development of agriculture belongs to the priorities of the sector of soil management and Programme SAPARD for the period 2000 - 2006. 

Following the Conception of Rural Development, the Plan of Development of Agriculture and Country was passed in 2000 that declares the need to conserve the ecological approach to and sustainable development of rural areas. The main priorities include:

· improvement of agricultural primary production and food industry,

· sustainable rural development,

· development of human activities. 

A project of the Slovak Republic and FAO called “Strategy of adaptation of agriculture and rural country” is being realised in Slovakia (the 1st phase in period 1996-1997, the 2nd phase in period 1999-2000) which is oriented towards support of plans included in this chapter, as well as working out the programme SAPARD. 

Realising the importance of the tourism for economic growth, payment balance of the state, employment and regional development with positive impact on culture and social life, the National Programme of Development of Tourism of the Slovak Republic was approved by the Government in 2001 which orders individual ministers to implement measures to support tourism. Objectives of the Tourism Strategy are determined by assessment of strengths and weaknesses on domestic and international markets. The fundamental forms of tourism are defined in the National Programme, based on assessment of long-term development trends in demands for tourism (summer recreation in mountain areas, winter mountain sports, urban and cultural tourism, spa and health-oriented tourism).

Taking into account the inter-relationships between tourism and use of cultural and natural assets a Regionalisation of Tourism is being prepared which will be implemented in the framework of the National Programme of Development of Tourism in accordance with the Strategy of Sustainable Development and Strategy of Biodiversity Protection. Required financial sources (SKK 5 million) were approved in the state budget for 2002. The National Programme proposes measures for preparation of background documents so that the tourism is conceived as one of priority areas for use of the EU financial sources (SAPARD, ISPA).

In 2000 the Government approved a document “Improvement of legal, regulatory and tax framework to support business and investments”. Its aim is to improve  the market environment that would assist the legal regulation of economic entities and their operation on the market based on principles and requirements of OECD. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Slovak Government is the resulting decisive body. MP SR is the body responsible for this area. The cooperating bodies are: MH SR, MŽP SR, MPSVR SR, MV SR, MK SR, MVVP SR, MF SR.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MP SR – agriculture and rural development

MH SR - small enterprising

3.  Major Groups: 

The Slovak Government, sectors, other central state administration authorities, professional organisations, research institutions, associations, non-governmental organisations, foundations, municipalities

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, sectors, EU structural tools

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

FAO, The British Know-How Fund, Council of Europe, ÚSRSVT


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1985
	1990
	1996
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Agricultural land (thousand hectares)
	2,467
	2,448
	2,444
	2,442
	2,442
	2,441

	Agricultural land as % of total land area
	50.3
	49.9
	49.9
	49.8
	49.8
	49.78

	Agricultural land per capita in km2
	0.005
	0.005
	0.005
	0.0045
	0.0045
	0.0045

	Consumption of fertilizers per km2 of agricultural land as of 1990 (tones)
	-
	239.1
	48.9
	40.1
	46.5
	-

	
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 15:
CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Responsibility: MŽP SR, MP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Convention on Biological Diversity
Parties are to develop national strategies, plans and programmes for sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity and integrate them into general development plans.

Parties shall identify, monitor and maintain data on components of biodiversity.

Parties shall introduce appropriate procedures requiring EIAs for projects likely to have significant adverse effects on biological diversity.

Parties shall submit reports on measures which it has taken for the implementation of the Convention, at intervals to be determined.

• Convention 
(((  signed in 1993
   (((  ratified in 1994.

• Latest report on adopted measures to implement the Convention was submitted in 2001. Important events in this area include the 4th session of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity which was held in May 1998 in Bratislava in Slovakia.

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
Parties to take appropriate measures to enforce regulatory provisions and prohibit trade in specimens in violation thereof.  Convention also governs treatment of animals in shipment.

Each party to prepare periodic reports on its implementation of the convention and to prepare: (a) an annual report listing export permits issued and species involved, and (b) a biennial report on legislative, regulatory and administrative measures taken.

Convention                   (((   signed in 1992             (((     ratified in 1992 (Czechoslovakia)

                                                                                      succession in 1993 (Slovakia)

Last report submitted in 2000.

Additional comments relevant to this chapter
In the area of conservation of biological diversity the National Strategy of Protection of Biodiversity in Slovakia and the Action Plan for Realisation of the National Strategy of Protection of Biodiversity in the Slovak Republic were elaborated in 1997. The main principles and strategic objectives are of the National Strategy of Protection of Biodiversity in Slovakia are:

· Biodiversity has to be protected comprehensively, preferably “in situ”

· Unnatural decrease of biodiversity has to be compensated as much as possible 

· Landscape diversity has to be protected to maintain variability of forms of life at all levels

· Natural resources have to be utilised in sustainable way

· Everybody has to be responsible for protection and sustainable utilisation of biodiversity

In 2001 the second National report on the state of biodiversity in Slovakia was submitted to the CBD Secretariat. Conditions of habitat are respected in forest management. 

The basic role in the framework of ecologisation of forest management is prioritised implementation of underwood and to some extent also selective way of management, i.e. application particularly of as a condition for increasing the share of natural regeneration which is the simplest way for maintenance of genofond of forest woody vegetation allowing the conservation of biodiversity of living elements of forest ecosystems and ecological stability of forest. 

Research in the area of forestry has been oriented towards issues of biodiversity, ecological stability, intergrated protection and maintenance of genetic resources. Research project “Maintenance of biodiversity in selected forest communities and their integrated protection” was finished in 1999. Protected areas in Slovakia constitute 23.2 percent  of the Slovak territory which is 43 percent of forest land. In 2002, the Act on use of genetic technologies and genetically modified organisms is expected to enter into force. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Slovak Government is the resulting decisive body. MŽP SR is the body responsible for this area. The cooperating bodies comprise other ministries, organisations of the educational and research sectors, the State Nature Protection of the Slovak Republic and non-governmental organisations.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MŽP SR - nature protection

MP SR - forestry and water management

3.  Major Groups: 

The Slovak Governments, sectors, organisations of education and research, professional organisations, non-governmental organisations

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, international research programmes, various funds

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

EU, UNESCO, FAO
	


	STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1992
	1996
	1998
	2000

	Protected area as % of total land area
	22.9
	23.2
	22.5
	24.76

	Category
	1992
	1993
	1995
	1996
	1998

7
16

181
	2000

45
	2001

	National park
	5
	5           
	5
	5
	7
	7
	7

	Protected landscape area
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16

	State natural reservation
	369
	448
	
	
	
	
	

	Protected discovery place
	105
	104
	
	
	
	
	

	Protected study area
	19
	19
	
	
	
	
	

	Protected park and garden
	4
	4
	
	
	
	
	

	Protected natural product and protected natural monument (except trees)
	294
	306
	
	
	
	
	

	Protected area
	
	
	172
	174
	181
	181
	185

	Natural reserve
	
	
	330
	332
	352
	369
	374

	National natural reserve
	
	
	229
	229
	231
	231
	231

	Natural monument
	
	
	210
	209
	217
	227
	229

	National natural monument
	
	
	38
	45
	45
	45
	60


Note: The act No. 287/1994 on nature and landscape protection has changed the categorisation of protected sites of Slovakia which is reflected in the table above.

State of knowledge about endangering of individual species of vertebrates in 2000

	Group
	Number of species included in category of endangering according to IUCN (1996)

	
	EX
	CR
	EN
	VU
	LR
	DD
	Ed

	Amphibians
	0
	0
	3
	4
	11
	0
	0

	Reptiles
	0
	1
	1
	2
	8
	0
	0

	Birds*
	2
	7
	23
	18
	44
	4
	19

	Mammals
	2
	1
	6
	13
	22
	10
	32


Endangered plant species:
	Taxonomical group
	Number of taxons
	EX
	CR
	EN
	VU
	LR
	DD
	Ed
	%

	Upper plants
	3,352
	37
	124
	273
	350
	223
	47
	127
	35.23

	Moos
	905
	30
	61
	0
	61
	195
	169
	-
	90.16

	Iceland moos
	1,508
	100
	129
	0
	249
	100
	18
	-
	39.5


EX - extinct, CR - critically endangered, EN - endangered, VU - vulnerable, LR – less endangered, DD – insufficient data, Ed - endemites 
AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 16:
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY

Responsibility: MP SR, MZ SR, MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The government of the Slovak Republic has approved the “Programme of Development and Use of Biotechnology in Agriculture” as a part of the “National Programme of Development of Biotechnology in the Slovak Republic”. The Programme comprised the link to international cooperation, safety and social preconditions of development and application of biotechnology in agriculture.

Taking into account the fact that since 1998 financing of the above mentioned programme has not continued, solution of  individual projects has been stopped and the achieved results have been used in solution of the other scientific and technical projects under realisation. 

The agricultural sector has elaborated a project “Research and Use of Biotechnology in Plant Production”. This project deals with issues of progressive biotechnological processes in plant production and in process of improvement of various agricultural species and selected horticultural species. 

Scientific and technical projects in water management are aimed at use of biotechnologies with the aim to increase the their level and deal with possibilities of application of biotechnological processes in treatment of groundwater for drinking purposes (in situ) and treatment of waste waters.

Biotechnological programme oriented towards development of foods with improved properties and towards improvement of quality and health aspects of foods is continuing. All tasks are aimed at preparation of foods and their components from naturally renewable sources utilising in many cases food wastes as secondary sources, e.g. preparation of food fiber. 

In the area of health aspects of new foods produced from genetically modified sources - Novel foods - a study has been worked out which suggests legislative solution of this issue, labelling of these products and methods of detection of genetically modified components. In 1998 the Commission for assessment of genetically modified plants was established, which provides comments in a process of assessment of environmental and health risks in relation to application of genetically modified plants in practice. In the light of the amended act on foods, rules for food labelling have been precisely set. The act on use of genetic technologies and genetically modified organisms was passed by the Parliament in February 2002. 

A comprehensive programme for establishment of agro-industrial complex is under preparation. The programme includes new biotechnological products for animal and human nourishment, environmental biotechnology such as recycling of bio-wastes in agriculture and their industrial utilisation, treatment of polluted soils, etc..

Sector of health care uses more types of biotechnology or biotechnological processes for production of medicaments, diagnostics, sera and vaccinations. This production is a subject of permitting by Ministry of Health for production and complying with requirements of  good laboratory practice. Research, development and production of immunological preparations are being carried out in an enterprise IMUNA Šarišské Michaľany.     

Concerning this production the Slovak Republic as a part of international scheme on pharmaceutical inspection is subject of control by international inspection authorities. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government is the resulting decisive body. MP SR, MZ SR and MH SR are the bodies responsible for this area. The cooperating bodies are: MO SR, MŽP SR, MZV SR, MF SR, Institute of Preventive and Clinical Medicine, State Institute for Control of Medicaments, Institute of State Control of Veterinary Bio-preparations and Medicaments, State Veterinary Service, State Health Care Institutes in the Slovak Republic.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MP SR - research and utilisation of knowledge in cleaning and treatment of water, development and production of veterinary medicaments

MZ SR - research, development and production of immunobiological preparations, state control and supervision over production in pharmaceutical and immunobiological industries

MH SR - research, development and production of medicaments

MŽP SR - legislation in the area of application of biotechnology in water management practice

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors, SAV, research institutes, health care institutes, universities

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, internal sources, UN, EU, MF SR

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

FAO, PIC, OECD, EU, SZO, governmental and non-governmental international organisations


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 17:
PROTECTION OF THE OCEANS, ALL KINDS OF SEAS, INCLUDING ENCLOSED AND SEMI-ENCLOSED SEAS, AND COASTAL AREAS AND THE PROTECTION, RATIONAL USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR LIVING RESOURCES

Responsibility: MDPT SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(  ( Signed



(  ( Ratified in 1996

See also the attached tables on the next pages.

In 2000 the Act on marine navigation 435/2000 was adopted which takes into account the international agreements, to which the Slovak Republic accessed.  

The most important international conventions, to which the Slovak Republic has accessed, are:

· International Convention on Prevention against Pollution from Ships (1973) with subsequent 1978 Protocol, the Protocol signed in London on 17 February 1978,

· International Convention on Safety of Human Life on Sea (1974) with subsequent 1978 Protocol, the Protocol signed in London on 17 February 1978,

· UN Convention on Open Sea (Geneva, 1958), published in the Collection of Acts as the Act No. 92/1964,

· UN Convention on coastal waters and adjacent zone (Geneva, 1958), published in the Collection of Acts as the Act No. 101/1965,

· UN Convention on Sea Law (Montego Bay, 1982), published in the Collection of Acts as the Act No. 242/1996, ratified on 22 April 1996 and for the Slovak Republic in force since 7 June 1996.

Division of Marine Navigation of the Slovak Navigation and Ports Company Bratislava operates three marine vessels. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive body. MDPT SR is the body responsible for this area. Joint-stock company Slovenská plavba a prístavy is the cooperating subject. 

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MDPT SR - ship transport

3.  Major Groups: 

the Slovak Government, the NR SR, sectors, enterprises, custom offices

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

EU, CEFTA, Danube Navy Commission


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 18:
PROTECTION OF THE QUALITY AND SUPPLY OF FRESHWATER RESOURCES:  APPLICATION OF INTEGRATED APPROACHES TO THE DEVELOPMENT, MANAGEMENT AND USE OF WATER RESOURCES

Responsibility: MŽP SR, MP SR, MZ SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Protection of the quality and supply of surface water and groundwater and their rational use is carried out in accordance with the jurisdictional act following the acts on water and on state administration in water management currently in force. Application via state administration authorities is being carried out by means of hydro-ecological plans, water management plans in river basins, principles of protection and rational use of water, state review of surface water and groundwater, annual report on water quality and guidelines of central water management authority.

Drinking water from public water pipeline systems in Slovakia is provided to 82.94% inhabitants while groundwater accounts for 83.5% of current capacity of water sources, water reservoirs for 12.9% and surface water flows with direct withdrawal for 3.6%.  For providing inhabitants with drinking water 26.9% of sources are treated. Surface waters are used only in the Central Slovak and Eastern Slovak regions (28.7% of volume), while in the Eastern Slovakia it is as much as 39.1%. 14,394 samples from public water pipeline systems were controlled in Slovakia for microbiological parameters and 3.99% of the samples were not satisfactory. 14,232 samples were controlled for chemical parameters, of which 4.1% of samples were not satisfactory. Increased (over limit) level of nitrates in drinking water is found in the Southern and Eastern districts of the Slovak Republic. 

Use of surface water and water reservoirs for recreational purposes is a subject of approval by health protection authorities. It is also valid for resources of thermal water used for recreation. At present the Act 514/2001 on human health protection relates to this issue from the point of view of human health protection, quality of water for recreation is assessed in accordance with the STN standard 75 7221 – Water Quality – classification of surface water and the 2000 expert guidance of the Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic for execution of the state health supervision in this area. 

The basic task of the health protection sector is to regulate protection of human health. According to the act on protection of human health the authorities assess proposals for establishing, determination and use of zones of hygienic protection of water resources including specific regime for protection of water quality, capacity as well as assurance of health irreproacheableness of drinking and supply water in water resources, and proposals for use of water resources for providing inhabitants with drinking and supply water and establishing the water reservoirs.  

The Strategy of Protection of Human Health in the Slovak Republic is aimed at:

· providing inhabitants with drinking water in sufficient amount and quality, primarily from resources of groundwater,

· protection of water quality in water resources,

· control of water quality  for drinking and assessment of health of inhabitants,

· updating of legislative regulations in accordance with criteria of WHO and EU,

· reduction of health risk caused by use of water from all resources (groundwater, water reservoirs, surface watercourses) used for providing the inhabitants with drinking water in the Slovak Republic, enhancing the effectiveness of use of drinking water in the industry and for economic purposes (except for food and pharmaceutical industries)

· education of inhabitants concerning understanding the value of drinking water and increase of awareness on responsibility of the man for conservation of drinking water that is necessary for life of the current and the future generations. 

Use of mineral waters for therapeutic purposes and for production of natural mineral table waters is subject of specific approval by Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic. 


	


	Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive bodies. MŽP SR is the body responsible for this area. The other cooperating bodies are MP SR, MZ SR, MV SR, MH SR, SIŽP, SAŽP,  regional and district offices, departments of the environment and divisions of state water administration.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MŽP SR - water protection, review and rational use

MP SR - frontier waters (co-operation), modification and revitalisation of water flows, water resources, providing the drinking water and supply water, sewerage and waste water treatment

MV SR (regional and district offices) -  water management decisions

MZ SR - state health control over public drinking water supply for inhabitants, hygienic control of drinking water

MH SR - use of water in industry and energy production 

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors, regional and district offices, departments of the environment, divisions of state water management administration, professional organisations, water management enterprises, enterprises of water pipelines and sewer systems 

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, finances of cities and towns, internal sources of water management enterprises, finances of industry, loans

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

regional and district offices, the Danube Commission (water transport), bilateral cooperation on frontier waters with Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Austria and the Czech Republic, WHO, UN 
	

	
	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1990
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	

	Fresh water resources (domestic/foreign resources in million m3)*
	863
	1,012.3
	1,022.4
	1,018.6
	1,036.6
	1,039
	

	Annual withdrawal of drinking water as % of available water resources
	71.8
	45.7
	44.6
	44.8
	41.5
	41.1
	


* used resources of groundwater, water reservoirs and extraction from watercourses

	Further data
	1998


	2000

	Water flow capacity (surface water and groundwater) - total for water supply and sewerage companies and for municipalities
	1,019 mill. m3 per year, i.e. 32,311 litres per second
	1,039 mill. m3 per year, i.e. 32,945 litres per second

	Water extracted from resources - only for water supply and sewerage companies
	509,811 thousands m3 per year, i.e. 50% of resource capacity


	350,755 thousands m3 per year, i.e. 34% of resource capacity

	Water delivered to consumers
	442,435 thousands m3 per year,. i.e. 43.4% of resource capacity
	425,441 thousands m3 per year,. i.e. 41% of resource capacity


	
	1994
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Population served by waste sewer facilities (% of country's total population)
	52.3
	53.0
	53.7
	54
	54.31
	54.74


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 19:
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF TOXIC CHEMICALS, INCLUDING PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN TOXIC AND DANGEROUS PRODUCTS

Responsibility: MH SR, MZ SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

In accordance with the European Association Agreement between the European Communities and their member states on one hand and the Slovak Republic on the other hand, published in the Collection of Acts under No. 158/1997. The Slovak Republic has already new chemical legislation harmonised with directives and regulations of the European Union and recommendations of OECD that is constituted by the act on chemical substances and preparations. 

The aim of the act on chemical substances and preparations is to ensure free movement of chemical substances and preparations so as to not threaten human life and health and the environment. This act lays down rights and obligations of entrepreneurs in identification of properties of chemical substances and chemical preparations in notification of data and information when assessing the risk of existing chemical substances, new chemical substances in their introduction on market. The new legislation also deals with exchange of information on hazardous chemicals and chemical risks that are available from the EU and OECD sources. In the legislative area of chemical substances and preparations the Slovak Republic created conditions for acceptation of international information as well as for preparation of available information on toxic chemicals and chemical preparations and conditions for making them available to the international community. Competence of state administration authorities and inspection authorities in protection of human health and the environment against their harm effects has been established. The act ensures that the hazards are clarified which are constituted by chemical substance and preparations and that their sale and distribution are regulated. 

Character of this legal instrument does not allow to include all aspects of this complex issue in one legal instrument. Therefor a number of comprehensive legal instruments are under preparation that include also this act and its implementing regulations. 

The amendment to the act 272/1994 on human health protection (act 514/2001)  included also new provisions concerning protection of health in work with chemical substances, carcinogens and protection of health in work with asbestos. The instrument is determined by basic principles which are full elimination and limitation of these factors. This draft act is fully compatible with relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

For international transport of toxic and hazardous products specific regulations and international conventions are in force on transport of hazardous substances (ADR, RID), which is under competence of the Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunications of the Slovak Republic.


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive bodies. MH SR is the body responsible for this area. MZ SR and other central state administration authorities are the cooperating bodies. 

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MZ SR - creation of legislation on management of toxic chemical factors

MH SR - preparation of the act on chemicals and chemical preparations

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

EU, OECD, Council of Europe, WHO, IPCS, UN, ILO, UNEP, IRPTC, UNITAR, IFCS, IOMC


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 20:
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTES, INCLUDING PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN HAZARDOUS WASTES

Responsibility: MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal
Parties shall cooperate to disseminate information on transboundary movement of hazardous wastes.   Parties shall cooperate to promote environmentally sound low-waste technologies, to transfer technology and cooperate in developing codes of practice.  Parties to assist developing countries.

Parties shall immediately inform affected parties as to accidents.  Prior to the end of each calendar year, parties shall provide the following information on the preceding calendar year: (a) the authorities handling Convention matters; (b) information regarding the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes; (c) measures adopted to implement convention; (d) available statistics on human health and environmental effects of generation, transport and disposal of hazardous wastes; (e) information on agreements entered into; (f) information on accidents; (g) information on disposal options; and (h) information on development of waste-reduction technologies;

The National Council of the Slovak Republic agreed with accession of the Slovak Republic to the Amendment to the Convention adopted at the third conference of the parties on ban of export of hazardous wastes form member states to non-member states of OECD in 1998. At the fourth conference of the parties in 1998 new amendments to the Convention were adopted. In 1998 the Slovak Government decided to adopt the new amendment without reservations and the amendment entered into force on 6 November 1998. 

• Basel Convention 
((( signed in 1989
                  ((( ratified in 1993

• The latest information was submitted to the Basel Convention Secretariat in 1997.

Additional comments relevant to this chapter
Instrument on accession of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic (CSFR) to the Convention was deposited at the Secretary General of the United Nations on 24 July 1991. The Convention entered into force for CSFR on 5 May 1992.

Notification on succession of the Slovak Republic to the Convention took place on 28 May 1993 and entered into force on 1 January 1993.

In 1997 Regional Training Centre for Implementation of the Basel Convention for Central and Eastern Europe was opened in Slovakia, which is to support the implementation of principles of the Basel Convention in parties and to acquire new parties. Courses and workshops are organised in the framework of this centre each year. In 2000 a course “Implementation of the Amendment to the Basel Convention” was held. The Strategy of Activities of the Centre for 2001-2002, the Establishment Contract and the Statute for Non-Governmental Organisation “Regional Centre of the Basel Convention for the Central and Eastern Europe in Bratislava” have been worked out. The Regional Training Centre for Implementation of the Basel Convention for the Central and Eastern Europe is still in the process of transformation to a national institution in a form of contributory institution. The tenth workshop was held in February 2002 oriented to “Comparative analyses in international lists and regulatory systems”. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The Slovak Government and the NR SR are the resulting decisive bodies. MŽP SR is the body responsible for this area. Other cooperating bodies are MH SR, MP SR, MZ SR.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues:   

MŽP SR - wastes, legislative framework

MP SR, MH SR - waste management (as the largest producers)

MZ SR - health and hygienic aspects

3.  Major Groups:                                        

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors, Custom Directorate

4.  Finance: 

State Fund for the Environment, state budget of the Slovak Republic, PHARE

5.  Regional/International Cooperation:       

RŠS, UN, EU, OECD, PHARE, UNEP, the Government of Switzerland 


	

	

	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1992
	1995*
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Generation of hazardous waste (in mill t)
	3.4
	2.5
	2.1.
	1.5
	1.4
	1.3
	1.6

	Import of hazardous wastes (t)**
	-
	1,800
	1,040
	-
	-
	450
	-

	Export of hazardous wastes (t)**
	
	22,934
	13,557
	15,856
	6,309
	7,735
	8,827

	
	


* The first complex review of wastes on the territory of the Slovak Republic was prepared as late as 1993, the next one in 1996 for the years 1992 and 1995.

** Amount of waste for which license was issued.
AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 21:
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF SOLID WASTES AND SEWAGE-RELATED ISSUES

Responsibility: MŽP SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Legislative regulations in force in the area of waste management in the Slovak Republic generally deals with management of all kinds of wastes in order to provide a state control in this area. Watching the changes and trends in waste management is assured through the Regional Information System which provides information relating to the whole territory since 1996. Issue of waste management with the aim of minimisation, rational use and proper liquidation of wastes is worked out in conceptional documents, like the “Programme of Waste Management of the Slovak Republic up till 2000”, “Conception of Separated Waste Collection in the Slovak Republic up till 2000”.

In the Slovak Republic the wastes are liquidated via incineration and dumping. According to the new act on wastes 223/2001, 15 methods of waste disposal have been introduced in accordance with the EU Framework Directive on Wastes 75/442/EEC. 298,060.08 tonnes of special and hazardous wastes were incinerated in 2000. 69 incineration plants are being operated at present, of which 19 incineration plants comply with emission limits laid down in national legal instruments as well as in the EU regulations. Besides these mentioned incineration plants the wastes are incinerated also in two cement kilns. 1,966,021 tonnes of special and hazardous wastes were disposed at landfills in 2000. 141 waste landfills complying with technical requirements of legal instruments were operated in 2000. Operation of 139 waste landfills, which were operated under special conditions, was stopped in 2000. Construction of 40 new waste landfills is currently in various stages of territorial planning and construction permitting.  

In accordance with the Waste Management Plan till 2000 re-cultivation of un-controlled waste landfills continues, which means that the number of these sites has been reduced from 8,300 (1994) to ca 6,000. 

In order to avoid negative impacts of landfills on the environment, since the end of 1994 all plans of landfills are subject to the act No. 127/1994 on environmental impact assessment (EIA) as amended by the act 391/2000. 

Recovery of old environmental burdens is first of all an economic problem. That is why Ministry of the Environment has passed a guideline No. S-1/1993 on assessment of existing landfills to regulate proceedings of by state administration authorities in waste management in recovery of old environmental burdens. This guideline is currently being updated. According to this guideline a complex of projects  “Assessment of existing waste landfills in districts of the Slovak Republic” is being solved. In the framework of this complex of projects the landfills are being assessed from the point of level of risk and landfills are selected which require urgent recovery because of the immediate risk of pollution of the environment. 


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive bodies. MŽP SR is the body responsible for this area. Other cooperating bodies are MH SR, MP SR, MZ SR.

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues:    

MŽP SR - wastes, legislative framework

MP SR, MH SR - waste management (as the largest producers)

MZ SR - health and hygienic aspects

3.  Major Groups:                                        

The NR SR, the Slovak Government, sectors, Custom Directorate

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, PHARE, ISPA

5.  Regional/International Cooperation:        

EU, OECD, PHARE


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1992
	1995*
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Generation of industrial and municipal waste (mill. t)
	17
	12.8
	19.8
	9.3
	8.55
	16.2

	Waste disposed(Kg/capita)
	-
	620
	444
	456
	423
	706

	Expenditure on waste collection and treatment (US$)
	-
	-
	-
	1,084,000
	31,205,000
	17,540,000

	Waste recycling rates (%)
	-
	61
	54.6
	54.1
	58
	63

	Municipal waste disposal (Kg/capita)
	-
	270
	230
	231
	210
	196

	
	


* The first conceptional review of wastes on the territory of the Slovak Republic was worked out in 1993, the next one in 1996 for years 1992 and 1995.

Other data (according to RISO)

	Wastes
	1992
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1998
	1999


	2000
	(9 years
	Annual average
	tonnes/1 inhabitant

	Special
	9.0
	8.0
	7.5
	6.2
	10.1
	9.7
	9.5
	9.8
	79.5
	8.83
	1.64

	Incl. municipal
	1.6
	1.6
	1.6
	1.6
	1.7
	1.7
	1.7
	1.8
	15.1
	1.67
	0.31

	Incl. hazardous
	3.4
	3.3
	3.3
	2.5
	1.5
	1.4
	1.3
	1.6
	19.8
	2.2
	0.4

	Others
	24.6
	25.0
	22.3
	19.5
	10.1
	10.1
	10.1
	6.3
	138.1
	15.34
	2.28

	Total
	33.6
	33.0
	29.8
	25.7
	20.1
	19.8
	19.6
	16.1
	217.6
	24.17
	0.449


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 22:
SAFE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES

Responsibility: MH SR, ÚJD SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

Safe and environmentally sound management of radioactive wastes is legally assured by compliance with rules set by the act on peaceful utilisation of nuclear energy and by the regulation dealing with details on management of radioactive wastes and burnt nuclear fuel. Legislative support is represented by acts on the State fund for liquidation of nuclear power facilities and management of used fuel and radioactive wastes and the act on environmental impact assessment. Office for Nuclear Control of the Slovak Republic within its competence set by relevant legislation controls collection, separation, storage, processing,  treatment and disposal of radioactive wastes from nuclear facilities. Together with supervisory authorities Ministry of Health controls management of institutionalised radioactive wastes, release of low-radioactive substances into the environment and recycling of materials containing radioactive substances. 

Safety of facilities and technological processes is assessed in the framework of licensing process for nuclear facilities including deposits, which consists of five steps: localisation, construction, potting into operation and operation, decommissioning and vacating the location. In elaboration and assessment of safety documentation the recommendations of International Atomic Energy Agency(IAEA) are being applied in Slovakia or there is access of the American supervisory body (UN NRC).   

The intermediate storage of used fuel has been built with seismic strengthening  and extension of storage capacity was carried out (possibility of storing fuel for a period of 50 years).

Permanent operation of Bohunice Centre for processing and treatment of radioactive wastes to form appropriate for their permanent storage as well as operation of a surface storage for treated middle- and low-radioactive wastes have begun. The following tasks are being solved in the framework of the programme of development of a deep storage: safety analyses, selection of a site, involvement of the public and co-ordination of activities. Final decision on selection of a candidate site for a deep storage is expected by 2010.

All solutions of management of radioactive wastes are in compliance with requirements of IAEA.


	


	
Cross-Sectoral Issues
1.  Decision-Making Structure: 

The NR SR and the Slovak Government are the resulting decisive body. MH SR and ÚJD SR are the bodies responsible for this area. The cooperating bodies are MZ SR, MV SR, MDPT SR, National Labour Inspection..

2.  Capacity-Building/Technology Issues: 

MH SR - management of radioactive wastes, financing

MZ SR - Radiation protection, institutional radioactive wastes

MŽP SR - participation in licensing process

MV SR - physical protection

MDPT SR - transport

ÚJD SR - execution of state control over nuclear safety in peace use of nuclear power

3.  Major Groups: 

The NR SR, the Government of the Slovak Republic, sectors, state enterprises, joint-stock companies, affected municipalities, civic associations

4.  Finance: 

State budget of the Slovak Republic, State fund for liquidation of nuclear power facilities and management of burnt nuclear fuel and radioactive wastes, internal sources, PHARE

5.  Regional/International Cooperation: 

Research institutes, SAV, universities, EU, OECD, IAEA, IEA, Council of Europe, WHO, international banks


	


	STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

Radioactive waste (in tonnes)


	Year
	volume
	used
	stored
	disposed

	2000
	561
	41
	310
	210

	2001
	465
	0
	80
	690


AGENDA 21 CHAPTERS 23-32:
    MAJOR GROUPS

Responsibility: MPSVR SR, MŠ SR, KÚ, MH SR, MP SR


The role of major groups are also covered under the various chapters of Agenda 21.  The following is a summary of main objectives outlined in Agenda 21.  Please check the appropriate boxes and describe briefly any important steps or obstacles.
	
STATUS REPORT ON PARTICIPATION BY MAJOR GROUPS AT THE 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS

	Ch. 24: GLOBAL ACTION FOR WOMEN TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT.
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women was 

((( signed in 1982             ((( ratified in 1982, succession after CSFR in 1993

The Option protocol to the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women was signed by the Slovak Republic on 5 June 2000 and ratified on 26 October 2000. It entered into force for the Slovak Republic on 17 February 2001. 

24.b increasing the proportion of women decision makers.  

Percentage of women:

1994
     1996            1999             2000             2001
in government %

               16             22.2             10                 10                 15

in parliament %


  14             14.7            14.0              13.3              12.7

at local government level %            15.3            15.3             not introduced in files         17.4
24.2.e assessing, reviewing, revising and implementing curricula and other educational material with a view to promoting dissemination of gender-relevant knowledge.

Curricula and educational material 


((( already promote gender relevant knowledge
     (  ( is being revised              (  ( no action yet

24.2.f and 24.2.c formulating and implementing policies, guidelines, strategies and plans for achievement of equality in all aspects of society including issuing a strategy by year 2000 to eliminate obstacles to full participation of women in sustainable development.  Policies/strategies etc. have been

 ((( drawn up/ completed
    (  (are being drawn up

(  (will be in place by 2000
      (  (no plans at present

24.2.d establishing mechanisms by 1995 to assess implementation and impact of development and environment policies and programmes on women

(  ( Mechanisms are in place
   (  (Mechanisms are being developed

(  (No plans at present

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page): The Article 12 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic guarantees the fundamental rights and freedoms regardless sex, race, language, religion and belief, political and other conviction, national and social origin, ethnical minority, family.  In 1996 the Parliamentary Commission for Women within the Committee for Health and Social Affairs was established as a basic mechanism for ensuring equal opportunities. In 1999 the Parliamentary Commission of Women for Human Rights and Nationalities began its operation.  Since 1996 there is a Coordinating committee for issues of women. which has elaborated “National Action Plan for Women in the Slovak Republic” (approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic in 1997). On the basis of cooperation between the Slovak Government and UNDP the National Centre for Gender Issues was established in 1997 as a information, documentary and coordinating centre for non-governmental organisations. On 1 February 1999 a Department for gender issues was established within the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs which ensures approximation of the Slovak Law with the EU law and manages preparation of  the National Report of the Slovak Republic on Population and Development, Cairo+5, and the National Report of the Slovak Republic on implementation of the Peking Action Platform. The Gender Conception is under preparation. Since 2001 the Co-ordinating committee for women is an expert, initiative and advisory body of the Minister of Labour, Social Affairs and Family for the area of women and gender issues in all spheres of public and family life and has a cross-sectoral character. The Conception of Equal Opportunities for Women and Men was adopted by the Slovak Government in March 2001 and fulfilment of its measures and recommendations will be evaluated each year. 

The equal status of women, exclusion of any discrimination, is rooted in educational plans of ethical and civil education.  


	


	
STATUS REPORT ON PARTICIPATION BY MAJOR GROUPS AT THE 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS

	Ch. 25: CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

25.4 establishing processes that promote dialogue between the youth and government at all levels and mechanisms that permit youth access to information and opportunity to present their views on implementing A21.  

Name relevant youth fora (3-4 most important):  

1. Council of Youth of Slovakia (RMS)

2. Council for Children and Youth (RDM)

3. Slovak Youth Assembly (SMS)

Describe their role in
      ( + (Full participants 

(  ( advisory

 ( ( Ad hoc

the national process:






25.6 reducing youth unemployment

Youth unemployment
15-19 years of age          1996: 16.2% 
1997: 16.0%        1998: 15.1%

                                      20-24 years of age          1996: 15.0%         1997: 15.9%        1998: 17.1%

25.5 ensuring that by year 2000 more than 50% of youth -- gender balanced -- have access to appropriate secondary education or vocational training.

The goal set in Agenda 21:

((( has been reached    (  ( will be reached by year 2000     (  (will be reached by year -----    (  ( No goal set yet nationally

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page):
Good quality pre-school education and tuition is ensured for children and youth at schools. This state is being systematically and gradually improved in accordance with transformation and needs of the society. Schools offer opportunities for children to express their views to issues relating to Agenda 21. Approximately 96% of children of age 14-15 continued in the school year 2001/2002 with secondary level education after completing the primary education and almost all of them complete this secondary education. After completing the full secondary education 33.47% of children continued to study at universities. Approximately 50% of applicants for study at universities can be accepted.

In accordance with the “Principles of State Policy” relating to youth and the “Conception of Protection and Development of Youth in the Slovak Republic”, approved by the Slovak Government, the national, district and interdistrict programmes of protection and support of children and youth are realised each year. The programmes are dedicated  to disadvantaged and endangered groups of children and youth, support of providing the information, international mobility of children and youth, creative activities and preparation of experts for children and youth. Purpose-made financial sources are provided for implementation of these programmes to partly cover the activities through tenders. There are centres of environmental education in seven locations of Slovakia established by non-governmental organisations, which serve to schools, implementers of projects, etc.. 


	


	
STATUS REPORT ON PARTICIPATION BY MAJOR GROUPS AT THE 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS

	Ch. 26: RECOGNIZING AND STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEIR COMMUNITIES.

26.3.a establishing a process to empower indigenous people and their communities -- through policies and legal instruments:

(((  in place

(  (   not in place

26.3.b strengthening arrangements for active participation in national policies

(  (  indigenous people participate fully in appropriate national processes
        ((( indigenous people participate as advisors
 

(((  indigenous people participate on an ad hoc basis
                                 (  ( indigenous people do not yet participate

(  ( not relevant

26.3.c involving indigenous people in resource management strategies and programmes at the national and local level.

(  ( indigenous people are fully involved
         ((( mechanisms for involvement being discussed


(  ( no action yet

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page):
It is untypical issue only with a possibility of free application. Citizens of the Slovak Republic are historically connected with their country and are descendants of the original people living on this territory within individual municipalities that actively participate in economic and social development of a given region. Participation is ensured e.g. through public hearings of conceptions and plans under preparation (EIA process, spatial plans), while civic associations and initiatives play a role of equal partners in decision-making process.
	

	Ch. 27: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: PARTNERS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.
27.5 developing mechanisms that allow NGOs to play their partnership role responsibly and effectively.

27.6 reviewing formal procedures and mechanisms to involve NGOs in decision making and implementation.

27.8 promoting and allowing NGOs to participate in the conception, establishment and evaluation of official mechanisms to review Agenda 21 implementation.

(((  mechanisms exist already
          (  (  mechanism planned for 199- 
  (  ( NGOs are participating fully

(((  NGO inputs are important                   (  (  NGOs inputs are adhoc
               (  ( no significant NGO inputs

27.7 establishing a mutually productive dialogue by 1995 at the national level between NGOs and governments.

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page): The act No. 207/1996 on foundations, the act No. 147/1997 on non-investment funds and the act No. 213/1997 on non-governmental organisations are the framework legislative regulations for fulfilling the tasks under items 27.5 and 27.6. Opportunities are being created for active participation of non-governmental organisations in seeking the sustainable development. NGOs widely participate in influencing and enhancing the environmental awareness at local level. According to the act No. 127/1994 on environmental impact assessment non-governmental organisations can fully take part in process of assessment of draft conceptions, programmes and activities. The dialogue between NGOs and the Government (item 27.7) in a concrete area is realised through environmental or umbrella organisations (Association of the Third Sector, Slovak Union of Nature and Landscape Protectors, Society for Sustainable Life, Union of Civic Associations and Foundations, Slovak Humanitarian Council, Tree of Life). Approximately 1.5 million SKK (Slovak crown) are allocated for their support via Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic each year. In 1998 the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic signed a framework agreement on co-operation with non-governmental organisations associated in the informal association Ekoforum. The co-operation successfully develops also in the area of nature and landscape protection, e.g. in preparation of projects of protected areas, in collection and monitoring of data on the state of nature and landscape. 


	


	
STATUS REPORT ON PARTICIPATION BY MAJOR GROUPS AT THE 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS

	Ch. 28: LOCAL AUTHORITIES' INITIATIVES IN SUPPORT OF AGENDA 21.

28.2.d  encouraging local authorities to implement and monitor programmes that aim to ensure participation of women and youth in local decision making.

There are at least ------ local agenda 21s.   32% involve representation of women and/or youth

They involve ----% of population

Government support of local agenda 21 initiatives:

(((  supports
                  (  (  plans to support                           (  ( does not support

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page):
Initiatives of municipal authorities aimed at support of Agenda 21 are determined mainly by the act No. 222/1996 on local state administration and the act No. 369/1990 on municipalities in updated wording. On the level of local self-governments a local Agenda was worked out (in the Trnava region) as a model project of sustainable development on the local level in co-operation with non-governmental organisations and the Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Science. Local authorities in the areas with high recreational potential and lack of job opportunities (Kysuce, Orava, White Carpathians) develop initiatives for development of rural tourism.  Conditions have been created for municipal authorities so that they can participate in programmes of realisation and monitoring of Agenda 21 objectives. Their implementation is being carried out for example through preparation of spatial planning documentation. Comprehensive programmes of development of cities are being submitted for discussion and adoption by municipal authorities at district level. Women have the same rights in decision-making and level of their participation in this process depends on the proportion of their representation in municipal authorities, steering and advisory bodies as well as on their representation in positions of mayors and lord-mayors.  In the framework of cooperation  with UNDP in period of 1999-2000 besides the “National Strategy of Sustainable Development” a project was carried out aimed at  preparation of a model regional Agenda 21 in a selected region of Slovakia (region of Central river Hron basin). In addition to this a small grant programme  is being implemented for non-governmental organisations and municipalities to support activities aimed at sustainable development of Slovakia. The “National Action Plan for Women” adopted in 1997 deals with participation of women in social development in different areas. Activities of women are carried out within organisations like the Union of Women, the Slovak Red Cross, Matica slovenská, the Centre of Psychological and Pedagogical Studies, foundations and civic associations.  


	


	
STATUS REPORT ON PARTICIPATION BY MAJOR GROUPS AT THE 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS

	Ch. 29: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF WORKERS AND THEIR TRADE UNIONS.
29.2 full participation of workers in implementation and evaluation of A21.

29.3 a to e (By year 2000, (a) promoting ratification of ILO conventions; (b) establishing bipartite and tripartite mechanism on safety, health and sustainable development; (c) increasing number of environmental collective agreements; (d) reducing occupational accidents and injuries; (e) increasing workers' education and training efforts, (f) night work of women.

((( ILO Conventions have been ratified                                       (  (will be ratified by year 2000

(  ( Workers take full part in National Agenda 21 discussions/implementation



(  ( Workers take some part in National Agenda 21 discussions/implementation

(  ( Workers do not yet participate in National Agenda 21 discussions/implementation

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page): Council of economic and social agreement was established in 1990 on the basis of voluntary agreement of the three social partners: the Government, trade unions and organisations of entrepreneurs. It works on the basis of consensus of all concerned parties. “Conception of transformation of social area” adopted in 1996 is determined by a complex transformation of individual and collective working relations , transformation of social system and fulfilling the economic, social and cultural rights of citizens guaranteed by the Constitution. In participatory relations employees are represented by a trade union organisation towards which employer has very specificly defined rights and duties. In such a way the trade union guarantees participation in management. The reform of labour law began in 1990 adopting several acts (the act No. 1/1991 on employment, the act No. 2/1991 on collective negotiation in wording of further regulations in relation to the act No. 83/1990 on associating of citizens, act No. 3/1991 (updating of Labour Code) and to the act No. 120/1990 which deals with relation between trade unions and employers. The further updatings of the Labour Code have created conditions for extending the contract freedom for participants of labour-legal relationships, the socio-legal protection of employees were deepened and guarantees of proper working conditions were created through relevant trade unions. Participation of employees in labour-legal relationships is regulated by a new Labour Code - part X, which will enter into force on 1 April 2002, where participation of employees in creation of just and satisfactory working conditions is laid down through participation in decision-making, negotiation, rights for information, control and collective negotiation via trade unions.  Participation of employees at employer without trade unions is ensured by council of employees representing all employees. Reform of labour law will be completed by adoption of the new Labour Code 311/2001, act on public service 312/2001, act on state service 313/2001 and updating of the act No. 2/1991 on collective negotiation in wording of further regulations.

29.2. Trade unions and employees in accordance with Labour Code assure participation of workers in preparation, implementation and control of relevant regulations including regulations on safety and protection of health and proposals for improvement of working conditions. The act No. 330/1996 on working safety and protection of health, according to which the employers have to establish representatives of employees for safety and health protection at work. . 

29.3. a 61 ILO conventions were ratified with entering into force for the Slovak Republic since 1 January 1993 by succession. 

29.3. b Permanent working commission at the Council of economic and social agreement for working safety and protection of workers’ health and the environment is a tripartite mechanism for solution of problems of working safety and protection of health. 

29.3. c Environmental issues of working conditions are being solved within negotiations in enterprises. 

29.3. d Participation of workers and trade unions in reduction of number of accidents and injuries is ensured via control in accordance with relevant regulations. In 2000, number of labour accidents decreased by 23.56% in comparison to 1997 situation. Number of workers performing risky jobs decreased in 2000 by 7.74% in comparison to 1997 situation.  Since 1969 number of labour accidents is still decreasing.

29.3. e After adoption of the act No. 330/1990 conditions for enforcement of education and awareness in the area of working safety and health protection have been created. 

29.4 Right of citizens to associate and organise freely in accordance with ILO conventions is rooted in the provisions of the act No. 83/1990 on associating of citizens in updated wording. Citizens do not need any permission by state authorities for these activities. They can found associations, societies, unions, movements, clubs and other civic associations like trade unions and to organise themselves within them. These organisations are legal entities in the light of this act which is also valid for trade unions and organisations of employers. 

29.7  The act on economic and social partnership was passed in 1999 (the tripartite act 106/1999). This act deals with economic and social partnership and with position of the Council of Economic and Social Agreement of the Slovak Republic as a body of social and economic agreement on national level which was established in 1990. It defines partnership between the state, employers and employees, bodies of the Council and financial issues of the Council activities. Principle of parity participation of individual social partners is maintained in the Council bodies as well as in decision-making process. Conclusions of the Council has a power of recommendation for the Government and the Parliament. Regional and sectoral tripartites are created participating in forming economic and social policy on the regional and sectoral levels.   
	

	30: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY.

30.6 increasing the efficiency of resource use, including reuse, recycling, and reduction of waste per unit of economic output.

((( There are governmental policies encouraging the above objective


((( There are governmental policies requiring recycling etc.

As far as strengthening the role of industry from the point of view of sustainable development is concerned, the issue is to strengthen the coordination and mutual interaction of relations of the process of restructuring of industry and protection of the environment. Priority in this area is to increase competitiveness leading to increase of sustainable productivity in industry, optimisation and change of structure of productive capital, re-distribution of responsibilities for implementation of structural changes, growth of added value, reduction of ineffective capacities, etc.. The Industrial policy of the Slovak Republic defines principles and frameworks of the business environment supporting the shift of activities of traditional resource oriented industry towards productions a services which are less resource consuming. A new economic principle is occurring - management of information and implementation of knowledge-intensive production means became a key to competitiveness of industry and services with high added value. 

Role of trade and industry is considerably supported by the business support policy, which is determined by three mutually co-ordinated and inter-related areas dealing in particularly with:

1. strengthening the motivation of individuals to start running a business through improvement of conditions for business;

2. improvement of required abilities (skills and knowledge) through increased emphasis on business in all educational system;

3. expansion of abilities for running a business through reduction of financial burden and improvement of access to financial sources.

It is evident from current development that although development programmes and projects proposed by business sector accept environmental limits of sustainable development, however, as a consequence of persistence of lack of financial resources their realisation is problematic or stagnates. From the state budget sources for 2002 several development programmes were implemented, e.g.:

· Programme of Foreign Direct Investments for support of administrative structures, support of export of products, acquisition of foreign direct investments;

· Programme of Support of Business – oriented to a comprehensive development of small and medium enterprises in the framework of 12 programmes, implementation of quality systems, introduction of electronic signature, development of timber processing, energy savings and use of alternative energy resources, implementation of energy policy, Energy of the Slovak Republic 2001 and SAVE II Programme for the Slovak Republic;

· Programme of Development of Tourism – support of tourism, regionalisation of tourism, issuing tourist guides in the Slovak regions, Slovak Republic as a partner country during the international fair “Holiday World in Prague”;

· Consumer Protection Programme oriented to development of activities of civic associations, support of administrative structures in the area of market supervision and consumer protection;

· Programme of Support of Industrial Research and Development – support of technological and product innovations in industry, improvement of technologies of change of energy and energy systems, including unconventional resources, increase of intensity of processing of domestic and renewable sources and use of biotechnologies.

In accordance with objectives of strengthening the role of industry in sustainable development, condition is mainly the intensity of updating, innovating and development investments. In relation to that it is the effort of the Slovak Republic to create equivalent conditions comparable to countries of the European Union and OECD. In this connection the frameworks for support of investments in Slovakia are being re-evaluated and there is effort to prepare measures for improving legal, regulatory and taxation frameworks, including proposal for their timing.

The further conditioning factors of strengthening the role of industry in sustainable development is increase of quality. The National Programme of Quality started for this purpose in 1998. Its objectives are:

· creation of environment in which quality is promoted and required as an integral part of all activities;

· enhancing awareness of quality and its contributions, including ecological aspects;

· implementation of principles of the European policy of support of quality;

· publicity and support of introduction of systems of quality and comprehensive quality management.

One of the roles in assisting the implementation of the National Programme of Quality is organisation of a competition “National Prize of the Slovak Republic for Quality”. Purpose of this competition is to open a space for comparison of effectiveness of our firms with foreign competitors based on criteria applied in the most prestigious world competitions for management quality. The second purpose is to provide a broad spectrum of business entities with backgrounds for successful business in accordance with international criteria. The prize is a supporting and motivating tool of an excellent business. The winning companies are given an opportunity to register for the “European Prize for Quality” competition. 

Strengthening the role of business in sustainable development to certain extent depends on implementation of measures of the Comprehensive programme of support of export and implementation of legal principles of protection of domestic consumers. The small and medium exporters constitute important export potential of Slovakia, in particular from the perspective point of view, since they have the ability of prompt adaptation to changing conditions of foreign markets. A complex institutional system of financial support of small and medium enterprises has been developed in Slovakia comparable to the developed market economy, excluding the level of available sources which is in Slovakia incomparable lower.  

In 2000 state contribution programme for support of export and investments were prepared for small and medium entrepreneurs dealing with industrial, building and craft production: Programme of Support of Export of Products, Programme of Support of Electronic Trade Development, Programme of Support of Participation on International Exhibitions, Programme of Support of Marketing Information and Programme of Support of Development of Industrial Zones. Strengthening of internal trade affecting the international trade has been carried out also through preparation of legislative conditions supporting domestic and international trade (the act on advertisement, the act on consumer credits, on support of industrial parks, act on tourist trips, conditions on business of travel agencies). Under preparation are draft act on state control of internal market, regulation on labelling of product prices.

30.18.a encouraging the concept of stewardship in management and use of natural resources by entrepreneurs.

30.18.b increasing number of enterprises that subscribe to and implement sustainable development policies.

(  ( Most big enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises

(  ( Several big enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises

(  ( A few big enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises

(  ( Most Small and Medium sized enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises

(  ( Several Small and Medium sized enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises

(  ( A few Small and Medium sized enterprises have adopted sustainable development policies

    Number of enterprises (---------) or ---% of enterprises


	

	Ch. 31: SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COMMUNITY.
31.3.b improving exchange of knowledge and concerns between s&t community and the general public.

((( scientific community has already established ways in which to address the general public and deal with 

     sustainable development

(  ( there is some effort in this direction 

     brief description:_______________________________________________________________________________

(  ( Not much has changed in this area

31.9 developing, improving and promoting international acceptance of codes of practice and guidelines related to science and technology and its role in reconciling environment and development.

Brief comments on this chapter not already described in chapter 35 (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page):
In the framework of the act on environmental impact assessment (EIA) nine centres for EIA have been established at universities which are linked to the pan-European network of centres coordinated by University of Manchester. In 2000 a review “Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the National Plan of Regional Development of the Slovak Republic” was worked out. Slovak Academy of Science, universities, state and private research institutes are taking part in international scientific and research cooperation via cooperative programmes of EU as well as on the basis of bilateral cooperation with similar scientific organisations all over the world. Support of scientific and research activities is being carried out through direct financing the budgeted organisations and contributions to research and scientific organisation from the state budget. The further form are earmarked subsidies for scientific and technical projects and state orders oriented towards priorities. 


	

	Ch. 32: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF FARMERS.

32.5.c promoting and encouraging sustainable farming practices and technologies.

In 1997, 1998 and 1999 so called “Green Reports” were elaborated which deal with support and development of sustainable forms of management in this area.

32.5.e developing a policy framework that provides incentives and motivation among farmers for sustainable and efficient farming practices.

32.5.f enhancing participation of organizations of farmers in design and implementation of sustainable development policies.

Brief comments on this chapter (maximum 100 words) (please, do not exceed this page):
32.5.c So called Green Report was worked out in 1997 which deals in details with issues of support  and development of sustainable forms of management and processes. Conceptional document “Programmes and principles of regional policy in agriculture” specifies reasons for application of agricultural regional policy including tasks and functions, which agriculture has to fulfill in spatial development. It sets detailed conditions for implementation of agricultural regional policy and defines targets and principles of this regional strategy. In 1998 the act No. 224/98 on ecological agriculture and production of bio-food. 

32.5.e In 1995 the Government adopted resolutions concerning solution of regional problems in selected districts, where the most serious socio-economic problems have been found. Revitalisation of agricultural and forest production of a district and unconventional agricultural production were preferred. These regions were given advantageous subsidies, for instance for elaboration of revitalisation programmes. Next implemented activities comprise support of development of products demanding labour and support of development of non-agricultural activities including agro-tourism. 

32.5.f Sector of agriculture declares support of participation of agricultural organisations in creation and implementation of conceptions of sustainable development via policy of providing subsidies aimed at support of conceptions of sustainable development. 


	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 33:
FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISMS


Financial resources and mechanisms are also covered under each sectoral chapter of Agenda 21 where relevant.  This summary highlights broader national financial policies, domestic and external (including ODA)

Responsibility: MF SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

The State Environmental Policy in accordance with its conception reflects environmental policies in countries of OECD and EU. Level of compliance with environmental legislation of the Slovak Republic with legislation of EU is in the area of air protection approximately 77%, in water management 78% and in waste management 78%. 

This policy follows precautionary principle, “polluter pays” principle, principle of acceptable ecological risk  and principle of the best available technology. It declares that in implementation of its objectives it will seriously apply also principle of integration, i.e. it will strive to integrate the environmental aspects into market reforms and macroeconomic as well as sectoral policies and subsidiary principle, i.e. problems will be being solved at the lowest level which is able to tackle the problem. These objectives have been worked out in the “National Environmental Action Programme (NEAP)”, which was updated in 1999. The “National Strategy of Sustainable Development”, which has ambition to be a vision of further development of the society, will be submitted to the Government. 
CHANGES IN NATIONAL BUDGET TO ADDRESS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: 

It is possible to expect the consequences of prepared reform of public administration, i.e. movement of sources will appear in relation to changes of responsibilities and powers. Budgets of municipalities and newly created regional territorial units will be strengthened at the expenses of the state (national) budget. These budgets will be related mostly to   sustainable development. In 2000 the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the Conception of New Model of Financing of the Environment and Schedule of Concrete Measures in accordance with requirements of the European Union related to the environmental protection and results of screening of the environmental sector. The state subsidies in production deteriorating the environment are decreasing. Since 2000 subsidies to heat price have been canceled and subsidies to damping of ore and coal mining are provided from the state budget. An important phase of reform of public finances was in 2001 a process of transformation of state funds to the state budget. Incomes and expenditures of transformed state funds are transposed to budgets  of individual budget chapters. A sum of SKK 2.6 billions is budgeted for protection of the environment in 2002, which constitutes 1% of expenditures of the state budget. 
NEW ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS: 

Neither current statistics nor accounting in the Slovak Republic allow needed record-keeping of sources dedicated to the area of the environment. Incomes of state budget, state funds and incomes of municipalities can be partially defined via taxes and payments. Up till now there is no tax for environmental protection in the Slovak legislation, incomes of individual budgets are created mainly from local taxes, payments and penalties from polluters. Taxation system is being gradually modified including acceptation of principles of environmental protection and management as well as harmonisation with legislation of the European Union.


	


	ODA policy issues

(  ( donor country

     ((( Recipient




	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1992
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001

	ODA funding provided or received (Total million ECU)
	
	3.92
	3.28
	4.61
	4.61
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 34:
TRANSFER OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND TECHNOLOGY, COOPERATION AND CAPACITY-BUILDING


Transfer of environmentally sound technology, cooperation and capacity-building is also covered under each sectoral chapter of Agenda 21 where relevant.  This summary highlights broader national policies and actions relating to chapter 34.

Responsibility: MH SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT ON LINKS BETWEEN NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION NETWORKS/SYSTEMS: Updating of a conceptual orientation of the technical policy of industrial branches till 2003 with a perspective till 2005 was approved by the Government in 2001. In the framework of the programmes of research and development, the number of programmes was reduced to three programmes of research and development, which are oriented:

· in the area of technological development to intensify the research and development of technological trends, which bring higher quality and lifetime of materials, increase of labour productivity and improvement of environmental conditions;

· in the area of product innovations to increase the export efficiency of competitive commodities, to extend the offer to include more sophisticated products, to support product restructuring with higher added value and to apply high-tech in conditions of small and medium business.

Updated orientation of the technical policy of industrial branches and energy defines programmes of the Ministry of Economy which are in accordance with the Conception of the State Scientific and Technical Policy under the responsibility of the Ministry of Education. They take into consideration also the priority of environmental solution. They include tasks of development of science and technology which are presented in scientific and technological projects with outputs taking into account the last knowledge in technological and product innovations. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION:
The updating is determined by comparison with plans of the EU states, which has been worked out in a document on application of the industrial policy of the EU states in conditions of industries of Slovakia. Besides this it takes into considerationa comprehensive support of other tools of the technical policy in the area of standardisation, testing, certification and quality. Decisive role is played by programmes of international scientific and technical co-operation of the EU states. 

• Describe any work being undertaken at the national or local level regarding efforts to promote clean production processes and/or the concepts of eco-efficiency.  These processes may include training, preferential financial arrangements, information dissemination and changes in legal or regulatory frameworks.

In the area of promotion of cleaner production processes there several non-governmental organisations operating in Slovakia: Slovak Cleaner Production Centre (SCČP), and partially also the Association for Industrial Ecology in Slovakia (ASPEK). Cooperation of the sector of economy with SCČP and CPZ is aimed at support of projects of pollution prevention, reduction of waste production, systems of environmental management (EMS, EMAS) and environmental education. Ministry of Economy and Ministry of the Environment are members of the Board of Directors of SCČP. Cooperation with and support of activities of ASPEK is assured by participation and activities of representatives of sectors of the environment and economy, who are member of ASPEK Board. 

SCČP is aimed at demonstrational projects in enterprises, education, strengthening awareness, collection and distribution of information and environmental policy. Also in 2001, the Centre has carried out or has started to carry out a number of projects, which include e.g. the international UNIDO/GEF project TEST (Transfer of Environmentally Sound Technologies) which is oriented to leading some of enterprises to sustainable business with the assistance of various environmental tools (cleaner production, EMS, QMS, EMA, etc.). The project has included two enterprises – Kappa Štúrovo and ŽOS Trnava. Other projects include a project of cleaner production and EMS, regional project “Together for a cleaner city”, elaboration of a study for Regional Environmental Center aimed at pollution prevention in water in surface treatment of metals, a Norwegian JI project aimed at preparation of a monitoring and verifying protocol for monitoring of CO2 from biomass combustion, schedule of implementation of the directive 96/61/EC on IPPC and other. Small business entities require from the point of view of environmental protection specific approaches. One of sources of incorrect manipulation with hazardous wastes are small car services which will be given a small manual prepared both in the Slovak and English languages – Eco-Efficiency Guide for Car Repairs – guiding the workers to a correct manipulation with individual materials and wastes. The manual is being prepared by the SCPC within the REC project. 

SCČP carries out events resulting in prevention of problems of negative impact of industrial production at the source of pollution. The main task of the SCČP is to promote preventive methods in the area of environmental protection. Besides application of ideas of cleaner production, the SCČP is oriented also towards the other activities, e.g. training and education, seminars, publicity and distribution of information. The SCČP has become a member of PREPARE in the area of cleaner production, network INEM and since September 1998 it represents Slovakia in ISO TC 207. SCČP co-operates with industrial enterprises and service enterprises, consultancies, educational and scientific institutions, universities and the state administration. 

ASPEK is an organisation which voluntarily takes over a part of problems connected to solution of environmental problems of industry. It deals mainly with transfer of information between state administration and entrepreneurial sphere and with activities aimed at support of common interests of concerned stakeholders. Its members can be divided into a group of polluters and subjects working in the area of of the environment with participation of all industrial sectors, engineering, projecting, consulting and supply companies and universities. The main areas of activities are: cooperation in the area of creation of legislation, cooperation in projects, partnership with foreign subjects, participation of enterprises in bodies and institution of national importance, publishing, workshops and professional meetings, common expositions at professional and business meetings, creation of expert boards and advisory groups, information flows, international cooperation and cooperation at national level.
• Provide information on the adoption of environmental management systems.  National reaction to environmental management system standards such as the ISO 14000 Series and others.  Please note efforts made at the national level to promote their adoption and the creation of certification infrastructure in order to facilitate access to these standards to local industry.

Currently still more and more enterprises realise that systems of environmental management  are an effective tool supporting  the basic principle of sustainable development and are becoming a key means of competitiveness on the developed markets. It is expected that requirements for environmental protection will increase on the side of consumers, entrepreneurial agencies and state administration authorities. ISO 14010, 14011 and 14012 standards for environmental audit were together with three standards of the set ISO 9000 for management quality audit replaced in October 2001 with the ISO/DIS 19011 standard. Issuing of a valid international ISO 19011 standard is planned for 2002. The standard will enable the organisations to integrate management of quality and environmental management and at the same time it will enable to audit both two system in one audit. In 2001, the Government has received for discussion a draft act on environmental product labelling, which is to create organisational, institutional and material conditions for implementation of the regulation of the European Parliament and Council 1980/2000 on revised Community system for awarding an eco-label, and a draft act on system of environmentally oriented management and audit and on amendment to some acts, which is to transpose into the Slovak legal system the regulation of the European Parliament and Council 761/2001 enabling a voluntary participation of organisations in the Community scheme for environmentally oriented management and audit. Activities in a pro-active approach in environmental protection are being successfully implemented resulting in a growing number of business entities, which have already introduced and certified the system of environmental management. 

• List and describe programs or work under way to facilitate the transfer of ESTs to small and medium sized enterprises.  Please note efforts to facilitate access to financial resources and other transfer strategies.

Since 2001 support of small and medium businesses provided by the state is carried out on the basis of the act 231/1999 on state aid. Based on analyses of the Ministry of Economy the financial assistance to small and medium enterprises will be more oriented to support of innovative programmes, in the framework of which programmes aimed at innovative environmental programmes can be supported. The document “Report on the state and development of small and medium businesses and its support in the Slovak Republic in the first half of 2001” assess also the Programme of transfer of technologies, which is considered to be a priority. The Programme allows small and medium enterprises to gain ecologically sound technologies through the form of grants. In 2000-2001, financial sources in the sum of SKK 10 millions were used. For 2002 a sum of SKK 20 millions has been allocated and in years to come a sum of SKK 40 millions should be allocated. 

The Programme of implementation of quality management systems (KVALITA) continues. This Programme was adopted by the Government in the framework of programmes of the state aid for small and medium entrepreneurs for the period 2000-2005. This Programme, besides support in introduction of quality management systems, is oriented to providing support in introduction of environmental management systems according to ISO 14001 standard in small and medium enterprises. 

In the area of environmental management and protection the following programmes are being implemented for small and medium entrepreneurs: the Programme of support of gradual phase-out of ozone depleting substances – OZÓN and the Programme of support of alternative energy resources. In the framework of the Programme of implementation of quality management systems (KVALITA), approved by the resolution of the Government 779/2000, 45 business companies have received a financial contribution in the total sum of SKK 4,664,227. For 2002, SKK 7 millions are allocated, plus transfer of SKK 335,773 from the previous year (2001). 
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 35:
SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Responsibility: MŠ SR

	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT ON NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, RESEARCH NEEDS AND PRIORITIES: 

Priorities and programme targets of science and research include:

· development of areas of basic applied research, which guarantees increase of labour productivity and reduction of energy and material demand in the main industrial branches;

· development of areas of science and research contributing to more effective utilisation of domestic mineral resources;

· development of social sciences contributing significantly to improvement of economic and legal knowledge;

· development and transfer of high-technologies in the main industrial branches and national science

This determines the following programme directions: prevention and care of health and nutrition, development of information technologies, new materials, development of energy production, use of renewable and domestic natural resources, biotechnologies, development of transport, development of education and knowledge.

STEPS TAKEN TO ENHANCE SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING, IMPROVE LONG TERM SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENT, BUILDING OF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY:
The Government of the Slovak Republic takes steps to stabilise the scientific potential. New acts and regulations create legislative framework for activities of scientific and research organisations and further new acts for support of science and research are prepared. Financial support of science and research from the state budget will be perspectively being increased from current 0.5% of GDP up to 1% GDP. The Slovak scientific and research teams would like to take part in activities under the Fifth Framework Programme of the European Union which was approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic in 1998. Cooperation with excellent  scientific and research institutions of EU countries in the framework of the Fifth Framework Programme  is a condition for stabilisation and further improvement  of scientific and research potential of the Slovak Republic. 


	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Number of scientists, engineers and technicians engaged in research and experimental development
	16,613
	16,365

	16,461
	14,849
	15,221

	Total expenditure for research and experimental development (in millions US$)
	178.93
	230
	166
	150
	127

	Other data

Total number of people with university education was 252,700 in 1997 (46,900 per one million of inhabitants). Number of employees involved in research and experimental development was 24,818 (4,606 per one million of inhabitants). Total number of employees with university education in sector of science and development per one million of inhabitants was 3,243 (total number 17,471). 
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 36:
PROMOTING EDUCATION, PUBLIC AWARENESS AND TRAINING

Responsibility: MŠ SR, MK SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT: 

CURRENT SITUATION IN THE PUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN SLOVAKIA

Transformation of the educational system after 1990 greatly contributed to its democratisation, humanisation and diversification. There was increase in number of possibilities as far as the post-secondary education is concerned. The following types of schools appeared: private schools, new types of schools, study professions, study orientations (higher professional schools, bilingual secondary schools where study is carried out in Slovak and in another world language). New types of secondary professional schools have been established (girl professional school, secondary school for business, trade academy, hotel academy, socio-legislative and pedagogical academy, associated secondary school). Study plans of primary and secondary schools were being renewed, the content of study has been liberalised, new comprehensive study professions have been introduced with more selectable courses, it is possible to create alternative educational projects. Education of Western foreign languages have been strengthened, study plans have been broadened by obligatory religious education in alternation with ethical education. Education of history has also been enhanced at secondary schools. Environmental and ecological education and orientation towards Europe and building European awareness in a context of supposed integration into EU have also been strengthened.

Schools with teaching language of minorities are being developed and their number is in accordance with requirements of national minorities. Besides this there are schools where comprise classes with Slovak teaching language and classes with teaching language of minorities. Study at secondary schools and universities is possible in a form of daily study or in a form of distant study according to results of admission tests. Forms of bachalor study have been established at universities. Numbers of students at secondary schools and universities have been increased and educational level of citizens have also been increased. The Conception of Environmental Education, approved in 1997, and results of the Second National Conference “Environmental Education and Awareness at Schools” held in 1998, have become a basis for education in the area of sustainable development. It is necessary to include the area of cultural heritage, which is not currently in the system of primary and secondary schools, in the Conception of Environmental Education. It is necessary to achieve a balanced provision of information on basic objectives and means of protection of the cultural heritage in order to attract the interest of children concerning the heritage of former generations. The National Edification Centre supports educational and cultural process oriented towards environmental education and protection of cultural heritage through:

· activities of methodical and advisory character in the area of local and regional culture, expansion of co-operation with stakeholders in the area of education,

· implementation of specific advisory activities (methodical, consulting, informational, etc.) in the area of education, artistic activities and traditional culture for stakeholders of local and regional culture,
· support of programmes and activities in the framework of Agenda 21.
In the future the National Edification Centre will orient its activities to the area of development of culture and cultural and historical national awareness.
ROLE OF MAJOR GROUPS

Possibilities for all concerned groups of citizens to influence appropriately education at schools have been created. There is cooperation of pedagogical public, state administration, heads of schools, teachers, parents and the educated  in the framework of management processes, professional, methodological activities at schools and outside schools.

FINANCING AND COST EVALUATION OF THE LABOUR ACTIVITIES:

School system is ensured comprehensively from the state budget except for private schools which receive state subsidies 70% in comparison to state schools. Religious schools are financed in the way similar to state schools. Salaries of teachers are determined by the act and covered by the state budget. 

The sector of culture in the interest of enhancing the environmental awareness through the methodical centres, museums and promotion centres initiates and supports various cultural and educational activities in a form of seminars, discussions, exhibitions and publications. 
	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	
         1992
	1998
	1999
	2001

	Adult literacy rate (%) Male
	99
	99
	99


	99

	Adult literacy rate (%) Female
	99
	99
	99
	99

	% of primary school children reaching grade 5 (1986-97)
	-

	-
	-
	-

	Mean number of years of schooling
	-
	-
	-
	-

	% of GNP spent on education
	7.0
	4.5
	5.1
	-

	Females per 100 males in secondary school
	100

	100.4

	104
	103

	
	


The average salaries in the sector of education in SKK

	
	1996
	1997
	1998


	2000

	Pre-school education (kindergartens)
	5,323
	6,564
	6,860
	7,752

	Primary education (age of 6-14)
	7,026
	8,208
	8,763
	9,666

	Secondary education (age of 14-18)
	7,478
	8,655
	9,193
	10,933

	Total average in the sector
	7,139
	7,953
	8,446
	-


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 37:
NATIONAL MECHANISMS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR CAPACITY-BUILDING IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES


National capacity building is also covered under sectoral chapters.  


Donors:  You may wish to describe here how Agenda 21 has influenced your ODA policies in this area.


Developing countries:  You may wish to describe any new national mechanisms for capacity building - and any changes in technical cooperation.

Responsibility: MZV SR, MH SR, MF SR, MŽP SR, ÚSRSVT SR
	NATIONAL PRIORITY:  
	

	STATUS REPORT ON NATIONAL ENDOGENOUS CAPACITY BUILDING: 

Slovakia as a country undergoing process of transformation has been labeled as an “emerging donor” and is neither developed nor developing country. Taking into account the integration ambition of the Slovak Republic into the European and Transatlantic structures it is expected active development assistance being provided by Slovakia. 

Membership of Slovakia in OECD as an organisation sharing the same values brings a number of positive effects for sustainable development of the Slovak economy. OECD membership is connected to a bigger responsibility of Slovakia for fulfilling the mission of this organisation, the objective of which is to contribute to economic growth and welfare in the global scale.  The membership in OECD and related obligation to more contribute in favour of less developed countries is also a sign of future obligations which will result from the membership in the EU and NATO. Development assistance of the Slovak Government in the framework of ODA for 2002, which is under preparation,  will be oriented to territories and sectors, which will provide incentives in the area of active extension of economic and trade co-operation in the target regions. In 2000, the Slovak Republic provided ODA in the sum of SKK 285,045,000 that was 0.03% of GNP. The Slovak Republic as a member of OECD is becoming a donor country (“emerging donor market”) with the aim to harmonise the rules for providing ODA with criteria of OECD DAC. Establishing a Development Centre of the Slovak Institute of International Studies will be an important step. 

Environmental impact assessment is an important starting point for implementation of sustainable development principles, promotion of harmonisation of economic development with environmental interests and enhancement of public participation. The Slovak Republic enacted environmental impact assessment by the act No. 127/1994 on environmental impact assessment as amended. It comprises assessment of activities from mining industry, energy production, metallurgy, chemical, pharmaceutical and petrochemical industries, timber processing, pulp and paper industries, metal processing, glass and ceramics processing, infrastructure and other industrial branches, which are under its jurisdiction and which are included in the annex 1 to the amended act. 

In May 1997 the Programme Capacity 21 for the Slovak Republic between Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic and UNDP was signed. The Programme is aimed at building a network for environmental assessment and sustainable development. This programme should be followed by the Programme for sustainable development network. Human and institutional network should by electronically interconnected and finished using technical support within developed programmes. To ensure activities of Programme Capacity 21 the steering committee was established involving representatives of ministries, non-governmental organisations and educational institutions. Advisory committee was also established which dealt with concrete preparation of workshops dedicated to various themes relevant to the Programme.

On 23 November 1994 the Slovak Republic became a party to the Convention on biological diversity. In September 1994 the National Secretariat for biological diversity was established at Ministry of the Environment as a main organisational and cooperating unit directly linked to institutions utilising elements of biological diversity and to international network of contact structures responsible for implementation of the Convention at national and international levels. To ensure fulfilling the tasks the Minister of the Environment established the Slovak Commission of the Convention on biological diversity and appointed its members.

On 2 July 1997 the National Council of the Slovak Republic via the Resolution No. 676 adopted the “National Strategy for Protection of Biological Diversity in Slovakia”. The “Action Plan for Implementation of the National Strategy for Protection of Biological Diversity in Slovakia” was adopted through the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 515 of 4 August 1998.

Ministry of the Environment received a special grant from Global Environmental Facility (GEF) 77,000 USD for preparation of biodiversity strategy, action plan and the first national report on implementation of the Convention.

The Slovak Republic as a member of the Organisation for Industrial Development UNIDO (1993) in 2000 established the International Technology Promotion Office (ITPO) – UNIDO in Bratislava, based on an agreement with UNIDO Vienna. Its activity is planned till the end of 2002. ITPO was established to support development of co-operation with developing countries and countries in transition and partially to support inflow of foreign investments to the Slovak Republic. According to the programme for 2001-2002, the activities are primarily oriented to support inflow of foreign investments and transfer of the Slovak technologies, know-how and providing experts for developing countries and countries in transition. From this point of view, the donor contribution of the Slovak Republic, approved by the Slovak Government for activities of ITPO in 2000-2002 period,  constitutes a sum of USD 789,800.  The issue of sustainable development is permanently integrated in the Phare cross-border co-operation with Hungary, Austria and Poland. Through these programmes the conditions for co-operation among individual institutions on regional and local levels are being created, which increases informedness on preparedness of human sources in solution of issues in the area of sustainable development. 
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 38:
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Responsibility: MZV SR
	Ch. 38:  Brief summary of any particular UN System response affecting this country/state:

The Slovak Republic has been a member state of the United Nations and of the system of its international organisations since 1993. The Slovak Republic became a member of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD) on 3 May 1996 for the period of 1996 - 1999. 

Currently Slovakia is actively taking part in implementation of Agenda 21, action plan adopted at the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, is implementing gradually principles of sustainable development  rooted in the “Strategy of State Environmental Policy in the Slovak Republic”. The Slovak Republic agreed with accession to Agenda 21 via the Resolution of the Slovak Government No. 118/1993, in which it committed the Ministers to utilise the results of UNCED and incorporate them into sectoral programmes. State principles, conceptions and priorities taking into account the results of the Rio Conference were elaborated and adopted in environmental, social and economic areas. The “Strategy, Principles and Priorities of State Environmental Policy” in 1993 and the National Environmental Action Programme in 1996 were adopted in environmental area. Proposal for implementation of Agenda 21 and evaluation of indicators of sustainable development as a starting framework document was approved by the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 655/1997. In relation to preparation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, 2002) the Slovak Republic participates in preparatory (regional, trans-regional) sessions and sessions of the preparatory committee for the World Summit. 

The Slovak Republic has been a member of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) since January 1993. At the same time it has become a member of the highest UNEP body - the Governing Council and since 1 February 1999 it is occupying the role of chairmanship of the 20th session of this body.

The Slovak Republic is taking part in several programmes under responsibility of UNEP - programmes for registration of potentially toxic substances, utilisation of databases of global information systems  and actively participates in activities within the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. Since 1997 Regional Centre for Implementation of the Basel Convention has been working in Bratislava.

In October 1993 on the basis of the decision by the Government the Slovak Republic accessed to the Global Environmental Facility and regularly takes part in sessions organised by GEF. The Slovak Republic ratified conventions adopted at the UN Conference on Environment and Development, namely Convention on Biological Diversity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change (August 1994). As a member of the Committee of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity Slovakia held the fourth session of the Conference of Parties to the Convention in Bratislava in May 1998. 

In 1997 cooperation with UNDP started when project Capacity 21 for the Slovak Republic „Capacity Building a Participatory Network for Environmental Assessment and Sustainable Development“ began to be implemented. This project was completed by in 1998 by establishing a basis of network of specialists working in the area of the environment. In 1999 the further project funded by UNDP started to be implemented „Capacity Building for Sustainable Development“. Its main output will be the National Strategy for Sustainable Development. Further segments of this projects are elaboration of a pilot regional Agenda 21 and the Small Grants Programme dedicated to support of activities of municipalities and non-governmental organisations in the area of sustainable development.  The National Strategy of Sustainable Development of the Slovak Republic was approved by the Resolution of the Slovak Government 978 of 10 October 2001 and at present it is prepared for discussion in the Parliament of the Slovak Republic. 

	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 39:
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND MECHANISMS

Resonsibility: MZV SR

	Ch. 39: International Legal Instruments are covered under the relevant sectoral chapters.  This is a listing of major agreements/conventions (not already covered) entered into and relevant to Agenda 21:

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo, February 25, 1991, effective for the Slovak Republic since 17 February 2000)

Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (Geneva 1979 – CLRTAP

Protocol to CLRTAP on reduction of sulfur emissions or their transboundary fluxes by at least 30%

Protocol to CLRTAP on further reduction of sulfur emissions

Protocol to CLRTAP concerning the control of emissions of nitrogen or their transboundary fluxes

Protocol to CLRTAP concerning the control of emissions of volatile organic compounds or their transboundary fluxes

Protocol to CLRTAP on long-term financing of the cooperative programme for monitoring and evaluation of the long-range transmission of air pollutants in Europe – EMEP

Protocol to CLRTAP on heavy metals

Protocol to CLRTAP on persistent organic pollutants

Kyoto Protocol to UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of Danube River (1994)

Convention of Nuclear Safety (1994)

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or any other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals

Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitats 

Agreement on Protection of the River Tisa Water and their Tributaries against Pollution

Basel Convention on Control of Trans-boundary Movement  of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal

Agreement on International Commission for Protection of the River Labe

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Trans-boundary Context

Convention on Protection of Bats in Europe

Convention on Protection and Use of Boundary Watercourses and International Lakes

Convention of Biological Diversity 

Convention on Energy Charter and Protocol of Energy Charter on Energy Efficiency and Related Energy Aspects

Agreement on Co-operation in Prediction, Prevention and Mitigation of Natural and Technological Disasters among the Governments of Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Italy, Poland and Slovenia

Common Convention on Safety in Burnt Fuel Management and Safety of Radioactive Waste Management 

Cartagena Protocol on Biological Safety
	


AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 40:
INFORMATION FOR DECISION-MAKING

This chapter is also covered under sectoral and other chapters of this profile.  The matrix below gives an overview of how national authorities rate the available information for decision making.

Rating of available data and information suitable for decision-making

	
Agenda 21 Chapters
	
Very


good
	
Good
	
Some good


data but


many gaps
	
Poor
	
Remarks (irrelevant)

	2. 
	International cooperation and trade
	
	+
	
	
	

	3.
	Combating poverty
	
	+
	
	
	

	4.
	Changing consumption patterns
	
	
	+
	
	

	5.
	Demographic dynamics and sustainability
	
	+
	
	
	

	6.
	Human health
	
	
	+
	
	

	7.
	Human settlements
	
	+
	
	
	

	8.
	Integrating E & D in decision-making
	
	
	+
	
	

	9.
	Protection of the atmosphere
	
	+
	
	
	

	10.
	Integrated planning and management of land resources
	
	
	+
	
	

	11.
	Combating deforestation
	
	+
	
	
	

	12.
	Combating desertification and drought
	
	
	+
	
	

	13.
	Sustainable mountain development
	
	
	+
	
	

	14.
	Sustainable agriculture and rural development
	
	
	+
	
	

	15.
	Conservation of biological diversity
	
	+
	
	
	

	16.
	Biotechnology
	
	+
	
	
	

	17.
	Oceans, seas, coastal areas and their living resources
	
	
	
	
	-

	18.
	Freshwater resources
	
	+
	
	
	

	19.
	Toxic chemicals
	
	+
	
	
	

	20.
	Hazardous wastes
	
	+
	
	
	

	21.
	Solid wastes
	+
	
	
	
	

	22.
	Radioactive wastes
	
	
	+
	
	

	24.
	Women in sustainable development
	
	
	+
	
	

	25.
	Children and youth
	
	+
	
	
	

	26.
	Indigenous people
	
	
	
	
	-

	27.
	Non-governmental organizations
	
	
	+
	
	

	28.
	Local authorities
	
	+
	
	
	

	29.
	Workers and trade unions
	
	+
	
	
	

	30.
	Business and industry
	
	+
	
	
	

	31.
	Scientific and technological community
	
	+
	
	
	

	32.
	Farmers
	
	+
	
	
	

	33.
	Financial resources and mechanisms
	
	+
	
	
	

	34.
	Technology, cooperation and capacity-building
	
	
	+
	
	

	35.
	Science for sustainable development
	
	+
	
	
	

	36.
	Education, public awareness and training
	
	+
	
	
	

	37.
	International cooperation for capacity-building
	
	+
	
	
	

	38.
	International institutional arrangements
	
	
	+
	
	

	39.
	International legal instruments
	
	+
	
	
	

	40.
	Information for decision-making
	
	+
	
	
	


	
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS

	
	1990
	1993
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Number of main telephone stations per 100 inhabitants
	13.4
	16.7
	23.2
	25.8
	28.5
	30.7
	31.4

	
	


